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SCRIPTURE PRINCIPLES OF EDUCATION. 


Ye are not your own.—1 Cor. vi. 19. 


A Christian, as soon as he becomes 
one in spirit and in truth, feels almost 
overwhelmed with the consciousness 
of powers and possessions which he 
has embezzled and misapplied, and 
knows not how to make restitution. 
It takes him half a life, perhaps as 
much as remains of it, to find out what 
to do with his health, and his talents, 
and his money, and his name, hitherto 
so quietly appropriated to himself; 
and between the force of habit, and 
the demands of long-indulged selfish- 
ness, closes it amid painful recollec- 
tions of claims unanswered, and the 
service of God neglected. 

Is it not desirable, that as a first prin- 
ciple of education, our children should 
be taught, that self-pleasing and self- 
serving are not to be the main springs 
of action, or its ends? If this maxim 
were established at the beginning of 
life, would it not render the Christian 
course more fruitful and more easy to 
the end? I am persuaded that it 
would; and I submit it to the consi- 
deration of parents and teachers, ob- 
serving how very much the contrary 
of this principle of responsibility 1s 
generally inculcated and encouraged. 

What is a child’s occupation in the 
nursery? To feed himself, to dress 
himself, and to amuse himself. And in 
the school-room? To improve his ewn 
mind, accommodate his own body, and 
recreate his own spirits. And how is 
the remainder of existence commonly 
occupied? In taking care of his health, 
in taking care of his property, in taking 
care of his happiness. If children, 
trom the first development of under- 

Vor. VIL.—45 








standing, were taught to consider that 
every thing they have was given them 
for a purpose; that every thing they 
do should have an end; that God’s 
will is the original dispenser, and God’s 
will the ultimate end, of all they have 
or are; though infancy must pass, as it 
does now, in playing, sleeping, and 
feeding, and youth in study and active 
recreation, 1 think, when arrived at 
manhood, a very different harvest 
would be the result of so different a 
culture. 

I cannot say at what age the fulfill- 
ing of the will of God, instead of pleas- 
ing ourselves, could become an active 
principle in the bosom ofa child; per- 
haps not very early; but principles 
may be advantageously imbibed be- 
fore they are understood, and long 
before they can be brought into ac- 
tion. An infant has properly no active 
duties to perform ; all God’s purposes 
are fulfilled in him, by performing the 
functions of animal life. But in pro- 
portion as his responsibility grows, we 
should endeavour to make him sensi- 
ble of that responsibility, for the doing 
of what is required, as well as the 


| avoiding of what is forbidden. 


Time, for instance, is one of the first 
possessions of which children become 
conscious; and long before they can be 
called upon to use it for the service of 
God, or the benefit of those around 
them; they might be accustomed to 
consider, that, when capable, they will 
be responsible to employ it for other 
purposes than mere selfish gratifica- 
tion. As knowledge is communicated | 
to them, as fresh accomplishments are 
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acquired, as new powers are develop- 
ed, they should be carefully taught to 
what purpose all that they are now 
receiving is ultimately to be applied ; 
that though their only duty now is to 
acquire these things, they are not 
acquired for themselves, nor to be 
used for themselves exclusively. 

We teach our children to study, that 
they may be wise; to work, that they 
may be rich; and we forget to tell 
them that the end of wisdom is not to 
be wise, and the end of riches is not to 
be rich; and that when they have ac- 
quired these advantages, or any thing 
beside, they will not be their own, to 
use or disuse according to their plea- 
sure, irrespective of the will of God 
and the benefit of mankind. 

We cannot too early understand, 
and yet [ think we might at a very 
early age be made to understand, that 
much as God does in one sense bestow 
upon his creatures, he never did, in 
the strict sense of giving, give any 
thing to any one; so as to convey 
away from himself the right he has in 
it. But this is a lesson seldom taught 
us in our youth; and many of us never 
learn it. We grow up in the persua- 
sion, that when of proper age, our 
time will be our own, and our talents 
our own, and our property our own, 

—and when the period comes, we 
take entire possession; and so long as 
we commit no outrage with them, 
against the direct commands of God, or 
the welfare of socicty, hold ourselves 
acquitted of all fur ther responsibility. 

if any parent, any teacher, looking 
back upon his past years, regrets to see 
how much they have been occupied in 
self-pleasing and self-serving, let them 
endeavour to instill into the children 
committed to them, an early and habi- 
tual feeling that they are not their 
own, that they must neither live to 
themselves, nor die to themselves; be 
wise for themselves, nor rich for them- 
selves; be idle for themselv es, nor in- 
dustrious for themselves. It is a prin- 
ciple which will abridge no legitimate 
gratification; it will invade no legiti- 
mate interest. 

The purpose of God in all that he 
has given, 1s the good of his creatures, 
spiritual and temporal. By an habi- 
tual reference to his will and purpose 
in the use of all we possess, it is the 











wasting and nib of his gifts we 
shall find ourselves obliged to relin- 
quish, not the enjoyment of them. 





ANSWERS TO QUERIES. 


(1.) Js not the small portion of success 
in some Sunday-schools, to be altri- 
buted to the want of prayer among 
teachers ? 


It is a self-evident truth, that in 
many instances the success of Sab- 
bath-schools, has not been proportion- 
ed to the vigorous and well-adapted 
measures which have been concerted 
and prosecuted. ‘To what may this 
lamentable failure be scripturally attri- 
buted, but to a deficiency on the part 
of the teachers in importuning, and 
relying upon the divine promise, “I 
will pour my spirit upon thy seed, and 
my blessing upon thine offspring.” 
Surely it must be obvious to all Sun- 
day-school teachers who have just 
ideas of the magnitude of their office, 
that prayer, both private and social, is 
among the most eflicient means of in- 
citing them to persevering exertions, 
and of procuring successful results to 
their pious labours. Unquestionably 
it is our duty, and we should consider 
it equally our privilege and pleasure, 
habitually to frequent these delightful 
meetings, in which numerous souls 
mingle their sacrifices of prayer and 
praise. ‘Trifles, however, are too fre- 
quently suffered to interrupt us in the 
performance of this, as well as other 
duties, but we ought to forego any 
simple and transient pleasure, tor the 
more noble employment of supplicat- 
ing the throne of grace on behalf of 
the children we undertake to instruct 
in the knowledge and fear of the 
Lord, As, however, facts are more 
powerful than mere adnionitions, I beg 
to recite the following concise anec- 
dote. 

A short time since there was a small 
Sunday-school in the western part of 
S » that gradually sunk into a 
state of inaction ana decay. Its num- 
bers, both as it regards children and 
teachers, diminished, and there was a 
disposition on the part of the remain- 
ing teachers to abandon the institution. 
The providence of God, at this crisis, 
introduced another labourer. A teach- 
ers’ prayer meeting was immediately 
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established, and from that time the 
school revived, and arose to compara- 


tive importance, and is now flourishing | 


under the propitious smile of divine 
approbation. Let no teacher conceive 
that he has fully discharged his duty, 
when he has prayed for the endeared 
objects of his solicitude, in private. 

The omniscient eye of God may see 

him there, but in the secrecy of the 
closet an impenetrable veil hides him 
from his fellow-teachers. He is also 
required statedly to present himself at 
the social meeting, there to prove his 
sincerity, devotion, and zeal, by 
uniting in prayer with his associates 
before the throne of heavenly grace, 

that blessings, rich and abundant as 
the drops of morning dew, may de- 
scend on the 
sown in the hearts of Sabbath-scho- 
lars. 


(2.) Ought not a periodical prayer 
meeting to form a part of the consti- 
tution of every Sunday-school society? 


seed of the word as | 


And should not every teacher feel it | 


an imperative duty to allend such 
meetings 2 


One would think that, even at first 
sight, the practice of united prayer 
commended itself to all who have the 
welfare and prosperity of Sunday- 
schools at heart, and that to every per- 
son engaged in the work, its utility 
and expediency so evidently appear, 


that it would require no arguments to | 


enforce its adoption where it has not 
been regarded. ‘There is no doubt 
that the consideration of this moment- 
ous subject will be hailed with satis- 
faction by those who have made it a 
pot of conscience to attend every 
meeting for prayer, but have not in 
such exercises received from all their 
friends, that co-operation which has 
been afforded in the labours of Sun- 
day-school teaching. 

The query seems to apply to two 
classes; first, to those who have the 
principal management of Sunday- 
schools, but who have not seen the 
expediency, or, at least, have not car- 
ried into effect, a practice so desir- 
able, and fraught with such beneficial 
consequences: and secondly, to those, 
who with the advantages of a periodi- 
cal prayer meeting attached to the 
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RC ‘ee have not yet felt it their duty, 


or considered it their privilege, to 


avail themselves of such an opportu- 
nity. 

With all the conductors of Sunday- 
school establishments, whose real aim 
is to promote, as instruments, the spi- 
ritual welfare of the rising race, argue 
ment surely would be unnecessary to 
convince them of the desirableness of 
a periodical convention, for the espe- 
cial purpose of soliciting that blessing 
to attend their labours, without which 
they will be ine frectual. The princi- 
ple itself ts acknowledged by, perhaps 
1 may say, every school in opening 
and concluding their services, by 
prayer and praise; and the additional 
association of all at a stated period, in 
such a holy engagement, most assur- 
edly would tend much to produce that 
cordial co-operation, and unity of 
spirit, which must, of necessity, en- 
hance the prosperity and usefuiness of 
any institution. While we have the 
promises of the gospel, that the spirit 
shall be given in answer to prayer, let 
us always avail ourselves of a privilege 

» high in its nature, and which in- 
aie s in its consequences such large 
results. 

if periodical prayer meetings of 
Sunday-school teachers be good, then 
those who are always absent there- 
from, not only set an example highly 
derogatory to their character, but de- 
prive themselves of a privilege, which 
should be appreciated as of the very 
highest value, as instrumental in the 
attainment of the greatest blessings. 

Can we cease to think lightly of 
those individuals who reject the means 
which God has placed within § their 
reach, and invited them to use? 

Were we more conscientiously to 
regard the apostolical injunction, we 
should not forget the assembling of 
ourselves together, especially with 
such an obje ct in view. By complying 
with this scriptural requirement we 
might reasonably expect, not only 
greater harmony and unanimity in 
conducting the work itself, but greater 
and more extensive blessings attend- 
ing our labours. 

Wishing that the time may come 
when no Sunday-school teachers shall 
be found, whose practice will lead us 
to suppose that they pour contempt 
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acquired, as new powers are develop- 
ed, they should be carefully taught to 
what purpose all that they are now 
receiving is ultimately to be applied; 
that though their only duty now is to 
acquire these things, they are not 
acquired for themselves, nor to be 
used for themselves exclusively. 

We teach our children to study, that 
they may be wise; to work, that they 
may be rich; and we forget to tell 
them that the end of wisdom is not to 
be wise, and the end of riches is not to 
be rich; and that when they have ac- 
quired these advantages, or any thing 
beside, they will not be their own, to 
use or disuse according to their plea- 
sure, irrespective of the will of God 
and the benefit of mankind. 

We cannot too early understand, 
and yet [ think we might at a very 
early age be made to understand, that 
much as God does in one sense bestow 
upon his creatures, he never did, in 
the strict sense of giving, give any 
thing to any one; so as to convey 
away from himself the right he has in 
it. But this is a lesson seldom taught 
us in our youth; and many of us never 
learn it. We grow up in the persua- 
sion, that when of proper age, our 
time will be our own, and our talents 
our own, and our property our own, 
—and when the period comes, we 
take entire possession; and so long as 
we commit no outrage with them, 
against the direct commands of God, or 
the welfare of society, hold ourselves 
acquitted of all further responsibility. 

if any parent, any teacher, looking 
back upon his past years, regrets to see 
how much they have been occupied in 
self-pleasing and self-serving, let them 
endeavour to instill into the children 
committed to them, an early and habi- 
tual feeling that they are not their 
own, that they must neither live to 
themselves, nor die to themselves; be 
wise for themselves, nor rich for them- 
selves; be idle for themselv es, nor in- 
dustrious for themselves. It is a prin- 
ciple which will abridge no legitimate 
gratification; it will invade no legiti- 
mate interest. 


The purpose of God in all that he | 


has given, 1s the good of his creatures, 
spiritual and temporal. By an habi- 
tual reference to his will and purpose 
in the use of all we possess, it is the 








wasting and perversion of his gifis we 
shall find ourselves obliged to relin- 
quish, not the enjoyment of them. 


ANSWERS TO QUERIES. 


(1.) Zs not the small portion of succese 
in some Sunday-schools, to be altri- 
buted to the want of prayer among 
teachers ? 


It is a self-evident truth, that in 
many instances the success of Sab- 
bath-schools, has not been proportion- 
ed to the vigorous and well-adapted 
measures which have been concerted 
and prosecuted. To what may this 
lamentable failure be scripturally attri- 
buted, but to a deficiency on the part 
of the teachers in importuning, and 
relying upon the divine promise, “I 
will pour my spirit upon thy seed, and 
my blessing upon thine offspring.” 
Surely it must be obvious to all Sun- 
day-school teachers who have just 
ideas of the magnitude of their office, 
that prayer, both private and social, is 
among the most efficient means of in- 
citing them to persevering exertions, 
and of procuring successful results to 
their pious labours. Unquestionably 
it is our duty, and we should consider 
it equally our privilege and pleasure, 
habitually to frequent these delightful 
meetings, in which numerous souls 
mingle their sacrifices of prayer and 
praise. ‘Trifles, however, are too fre- 
quently suffered to interrupt us in the 
performance of this, as well as other 
duties, but we ought to forego any 
simple and transient pleasure, tor the 
more noble employment of supplicat- 
ing the throne of grace on behalf of 
the children we undertake to instruct 
in the knowledge and fear of the 
Lord. As, however, facts are more 
powerful than mere adnionitions, I beg 
to recite the following concise anec- 
dote. 

A short time since there was a small 
Sunday-school in the western part of 
S , that gradually sunk into a 
state of inaction and decay. Its num- 
bers, both as it regards children and 
teachers, diminished, and there was a 
disposition on the part of the remain- 
ing teachers to abandon the institution. 
The providence of God, at this crisis, 
introduced another labourer. A teach- 
ers’ prayer meeting was immediately 
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established, and from that time the 
school revived, and arose to compara- 
tive importance, and is now flourishing 
under the propitious smile of divine 
approbation. Let no teacher conceive 
that he has fully discharged his duty, 
when he has prayed for the endeared 
objects of his solicitude, in private. 
The omniscient eye of God may see 
him there, but in the secrecy of the 
closet an impenetrable veil hides him 
from his fellow-teachers. He is also 
required statedly to present himself at 
the social meeting, there to prove his 
sincerity, devotion, and zeal, by 
uniting in prayer with his associates 
before the throne of heavenly grace, 
that blessings, rich and abundant as 
the drops of morning dew, may de- 


scend on the seed of the word as | 


sown in the hearts of Sabbath-scho- 
lars. 


(2.) Ought not a periodical prayer | 


meeting to form a part of the consti- 
tution of every Sunday-school society? 
And should not every teacher feel it 
an imperative duty to allend such 
meetings 2 


One would think that, even at first 
sight, the practice of united prayer 
commended itself to all who have the 
welfare and prosperity of 
schools at heart, and that to every per- 
son engaged in the work, its utility 
and expediency so evidently appear, 
that it would require no arguments to 
enforce its adoption where it has not 
been regarded. ‘There is no doubt 
that the consideration of this moment- 
ous subject will be hailed with satis- 
faction by those who have made it a 
pomt of conscience to attend every 
meeting for prayer, but have not in 
such exercises received from all their 
friends, that co-operation which has 
been afforded in the labours of Sun- 
day-school teaching. 

The query seems to apply to two 
classes; first, to those who have the 
principal management of Sunday- 
schools, but who have not seen the 
expediency, or, at least, have not car- 
ried into effect, a practice so desir- 
able, and fraught with such beneficial 
consequences: and secondly, to those, 
who with the advantages of a perioc- 
cal prayer meeting attached to the 








school, have not yet felt it their duty, 


+ or considered it their privilege, to 


avail themselves of such an opportu- 
nity. 

With all the conductors of Sunday- 
school establishments, whose real aim 
is to promote, as instruments, the spi- 
ritual welfure of the rising race, argue 
ment surely would be unnecessary to 
convince them of the desirableness of 
a periodical convention, for the espe- 
cial purpose of soliciting that blessing 
to attend their labours, without which 
they will be ineffectual. The princi- 
ple itself is acknowledged by, perhaps 
1 may say, every school in opening 
and concluding their services, by 
prayer and praise; and the additional 
association of all at a stated period, in 
such a holy engagement, most assur- 
edly would tend much to produce that 
cordial co-operation, and unity of 
spirit, which must, of necessity, en- 
hance the prosperity and usefulness of 
any institution. While we have the 
promises of the gospel, that the spirit 


| shall be given in answer to prayer, let 


Sunday- | 


us always avail ourselves of a privilege 

» high in its nature, and which in- 
mi es in its consequences such large 
results, 

If periodical prayer meetings of 
Sunday-school teachers be good, then 
those who are always absent there- 
from, not only set an example highly 
derogatory to their character, but de- 
prive themselves of a privilege, which 


| should be appreciated as of the very 


highest value, as instrumental in the 
attainment of the greatest blessings. 

Can we cease to think lightly of 
those individuals who reject the means 
which God has placed within their 
reach, and invited them to use? 

Were we more conscientiously to 
regard the apostolical injunction, we 
should not forget the assembling of 


| ourselves together, especially with 


such an object in view. By complying 
with this scriptural requirement we 
might reasonably expect, not only 
greater harmony and unanimity in 
conducting the work itself, but greater 
and more extensive blessings attend- 
ing our labours. 

Wishing that the time may come 
when no Sunday-school teachers shall 
be found, whose practice will lead us 
to suppose that they pour contempt 
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upon such a union, and when a perio- || look at his father, exclaimed, ‘ But 
dical prayer mecting shall be estab- || that would be telling a story, and you 
lished in connexion with every Sab- || know, father, I must not tell a story.” 
bath-school, and when all its teachers || Such a discrimination between truth 
shall see it their bounden duty, as well || and falsehood, from a child only eight 
as their joyful privilege, to attend, | years and four months old, made a 


ornate teenie it . 


then they may expect to realize the | 


most enlarged success. 


OBITUARY OF HENRY METCALF, A 
SUN DAY-SCHOLAR, 


Henry Metcalf, the subject of this 
narrative, was the only son of his pa- 
rents, who moved in the humble 
ranks of life. The first indications of 
a serious and inquiring mind appeared 


soon after his admission into the /nfant- | 

. . | 
Kent street, Southwark, | 
This school was under the | 


school, in 
( Eng.) 
care of a pious master, who would 
frequently speak to the children on 
the history of scripture characters, 
and endeavour to blend interest with 





strong impression on the mind of the 
father. He was remarkably dutiful 
and affectionate to his parents, and if 


| at any time he thought he had fallen 


into the slightest error, he would give 





jastruction, im a manner suitable to | 


their infant capacities. ‘These interest. | 
ing accounts seemed greatly to excite | 
the attention of the child, who would, | 
on his return from school, inquire for | 


further information respecting them. 


On the removal of his parents, he | 


obtained admission in Dockhead Sun- 


vent to excessive grief until his pa- 

rents’ forgiveness had been obtained. 
He was in the constant habit of 

praying to God morning and evening, 


, and on one occasion when his little 


sister was laid upon a bed of affliction, 
and dangerously ill, such was the 
anxiety that he felt for her on account 
of her inability to pray, that he went 
by her bedside, and clasping his little 
hands in the attitude of prayer, poured 
out his soul to God on her behalf. He 
was remarkably fond of conversing on 
religious subjects. When speaking of 
the characters of God, the love of 
Christ, the glories of heaven, the cha- 
racters of holy men recorded in the 
Scriptures, and other divine subjects, 
his manner was sv pleasing, solemn, 


| and interesting, that it would some- 


times leave a secret impression on the 


mind of his parents, that he would not 
live long, but that he was fast ripen- 
ing for glory. Such was the charac- 
ter of this child when in the possession 
of health and strength. 
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day-schoul, where he seemed to mani- | 
fest the deepest attention to the in- | 
struction of his teacher, as one who | 
hungered and thirsted after the words 
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of life, and would give excellent an- | 


swers to many questions which were 
put to him. He was remarkably fond 
of reading the Scriptures, and of in- 
quiring of his parents the meaning of 
what he did not understand, and was 
often seen to be in deep study and 
thought. It was his constant practice 
to bring home to his parents what he 
had heard at the Sunday-school, and 
make his observations in such a pleas- 
ing and interesting manner, as fully 


proved that he had not heard in vain, | 


He had a_ conscientious regard to 
speaking the truth: as a striking proof 
of which, his father, on one occasion, 
remembers sending him with a mes- 
sage to an individual, in which he told 


him to state such things, which, at the | 


time, suited his convenience. The 
child on hearing the message imme- 
diately blushed, and with an earnest 








About six weeks before he died, he 
was attacked with the scarlet fever, 


| from which, however, he so far reco- 
| vered, as to leave not the slightest 


symptoms of danger. ‘The disorder 
turned to the dropsy, and thus all the 


_ fond hopes of his parents were frus- 


| trated. 








| 


i 


His teacher, who had visited 
him during his illness, was now anxious 
to know the state of his mind. On 
his being asked, whether he could 
save himself, he answered, he had too 
often sinned against God, and deserved 
his anger; that he had reason to cry 
with the publican, God be merciful to 
me a sinner, at the same time observ- 
ing, that those who thought they 
could be saved by their own works, 
were indeed foolish. These words 
were spoken in the presence of a 
stranger, who was in the house, who 
expressed her astonishment at the 
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Rebecca Bowden, a Sunday Scholar. 
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knowledge of the child, and confessed 
her ignorance of these solemn truths. 
Hlis teacher, who was with him on the 
day he died, wishing to spend a few 
moments in prayer, asked him, prior 
to that exercise, what he should pray 
for, when he gave the following strik- 
ing answer: You pray for my father 
and mother; Pll pray for myself;—as if 
he well knew the importance of per- 
sonal religion, in praying for himself, 
at the same time manifesting his ardent 
desires for the spiritual welfare of his 
parents. He seemed to be grieved 
whenever he saw his parents fret for 
him, and would say to them—Don’t 
cry; you have always been very good 
to me, and I am not afraid to die. 
During the whole of the afternoon 
of the day on which he died, such 
was the happy frame of his mind, 
that he was singing his favourite 
hymns with great cheerfulness. His 
mother, fearing that he would exhaust 
himself too much, requested him to 
leave off singing, when he said to her, 
Mother, I must sing—and continued 
to sing till his little strength was 
completely exhausted. 


BRIEF ACCOUNT OF REBECCA BOWDEN, 
A SUNDAY SCHOLAR. 


Rebecca Bowden entered Bond- 
street Sunday-school, Lambeth, (Eng.) 
in 1822. As ascholar, she was atten- 
tive and obedient. Her teacher re- 
members only once to have had occa- 
sion to be displeased with her, when 
she readily confessed her fault, and 
asked forgiveness. 

The last few months of her attend- 
ance at school, she was not so regular 
us before, owing to an ill state of 
health, and the distance of her resi- 
dence from the school; but she mani- 
fested greater seriousness. On one 
occasion, when some necessary inter- 
ruption took place in the class, she 
appeared disappointed, and _ said, 
“ What a pity it is that we cannot go 
on with this interesting chapter!’’ 
She acknowledged that she had often 
been impressed under the instructions 
she had received at school, but that 
too commonly they were only like 
the morning cloud and the early dew. 
The effect of the religious instruc- 
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tion which she had received, both at 
home and at school, was more particu 
larly seen during an illness with which 
she was seized in the summer of 1828, 
than it had been before. In the early 
part of her last illness, which hap- 
pened in the beginning of 1829, she 
said but little in reply to the questions 
that were put to her, but appeared to 
be deeply impressed with a sense of 
her condition as a lost sinner, and 
fully convinced that salvation could be 
obtained only through Jesus Christ. 
Her earnest and constant prayer was, 
that she might experience the new 
birth, and that the heart of stone 
might be taken away, and a heart of 
flesh given to her. She mourned be- 
cause she could not bring her mind to 
be constantly praying to God, and 
thinking upon what Jesus Christ has 
done to save sinners. 

When her teacher went to see her, ‘ 
she read to Rebecca those passages of 
Scripture which appeared suitable to 
her case, and offered up prayer to 
God on her behalf: these exercises 
Rebecca much enjoyed, and wished 
to have them renewed every day. At 
one visit, the teacher found her un- 
usually depressed, and on inquiring 
the cause, the child said her bodily 
weakness was so great that she could 
not utter words in prayer, and asked 
if her desires would be considered 
prayer. ‘The nature of prayer was 
explained to her, and she was asked 
what was said of Hannah in the Scrip- 
tures; to which she replied, **She 
spake in her heart, only her lips 
moved;” and added with considerable 
emotion, **1 may hope the Lord will 
hear me.” ‘Though she never ap 
peared to realize her interest in 
Christ, yet the following passage af- 
forded her support and consolation: 
‘* He is able to save to the uttermost 
all that come unto God by him,” and 
“Him that cometh unto me 1 will in 
no wise cast out.” She was much en- 
couraged one day, after reading the 
Sth chapter of Matthew, and the next 
time her teacher called, she said to 
her, **l have been so happy in think 
ing on that chapter; I feel myself to 
be the leper, and know the Saviour 
can heal me as he did the poor man.” 
She evinced a strong desire for the 
salvation of others, and requested per- 
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mission to lend the tracts and bouts 
she had borrowed, to some persons, to 
whom she hoped they might be useful. 
She did not seem much to think that 
her illness would terminate in death, 
vet whenever the subject was named 
to her, she used to say she should not 
be afraid to die, did she but know that 
she was prepared; and added, “ All 1 
desire to know is that my sins are for- 
given, for this alone can make me 
happy.” 

When her teacher visited _ for 
the last time, which was four or five 


days before her death, the ate of 


her mind was much as usual—humbly 
depending on the merits of the Sa- 
viour. On this occasion Rebecca said, 
“1 have a great favour to ask of you:” 
when being assured it would be grant- 
ed, she put her hand on her Bible, 
(which was always bv her side, ) and 
said, “1am now so weak that this is 
too heavy for me to hold up, but I 
think if I had a small Testament, I 
could hold that, and read it now and 
then.” When the teacher was about 
to leave, she put out her hand, and 
said, ** Oh, teacher, how rejoiced you 
would be to find me, the next time 
you come, really happy.” Are you 
not happy?” said the teacher. ‘ Not 
quite,”? she replied. ‘ What would 
make you happy’” ‘* To know that 
all my sins are forgiven, and that my 
soul is fit for heaven.” 

On the day before she died, her 
mother said, **My dear, you suffer 
great pain.” But,” replied she, 
**what are my pains, compared with 
those which Christ endured upon the 
cross to save simmers!” She continu- 
ed to suffer great pain, until about 
two hours before her departure, when 
it pleased the Lord to afford her some 
relief. Sensible that her end was 
drawing near, she repeated the lines, 

* Great God, I own thy sentence just, 

And nature must decay ; 

1 yield my body to the dust, 

And dwell with fellow clay.” 
Afterwards she exclaimed, “ Though 
1 walk through the valley of the sha- 
dow of death, I will fear no evil, for 
thou art with me; thy rod and thy 
staff they comfort me.” Seeing the 
family in tears, she said, “How can 
you weep to see me so happy ” She 
tien repeated the verse, 
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* Jesus can make a dying bed 
Feel soft as downy pillows are ; 
While on his breast I lean my head, 
And breathe my life out sweetly there.” 


She frequently uttered the words, 
“Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly,” 
and, “Into thy hands I commend my 
spirit.” She earnestly exhorted those 
around her, to follow the ex: umple of 
Jesus Christ, AS, if they did, they 
would meet her in heaven. She de- 
sired her sister to thank all the teach- 
ers for their instructions, and for the 
books which they had lent her, and to 
request the superintendent to address 
the children from the 25th, 26th, and 
27th verses of the 19th chapter of 
Job. After this, she laid her head on 
the pillow, and uttering the words, 
** Christ, | come,”’ without a sigh or a 
groan, she expired, on the 5th May, 
1829, aged fourteen years. 

Rebecca felt herself much indebted 
to the conversations, example, and 
prayers, of a pious sister. If you, my 
dear readers, are favoured with reh- 
gious friends, O be thankful for them, 
and pray to God to give you grace, 
that you may properly improve so 
great a priv ile ge.— Youths’ (Lond.) 
Magazine. 





INTERESTING ANECDOTE. 


The following instance of the power 
of the word of God, inserted in the 
monthly extracts of the B. & F. Bible 
Society, deserves especial notice. 

“© At , in the parish of , in 
the Highlands of Perthshire, a woman 
now considerably advanced in vears, 
in the days of her youth lived in loose 
habits. She at length concluded that 
she had gone so far in iniquity, as to 
make it useless to think of amendment. 
She thus lived for the last ninetcen 

ears, without entering a church, or 
ener a sermon, or attending to any 
of the ordinary means of grace. Shie 
lived in the neighbourhood of the 
school, which she permitted one of 
her children, a girl between twelve 
and fourteen ycars of age, to attend. 
The girl made a practice of telling her 
mother what she heard the schoolmas- 
ter say in the school. The mother 
listened, and secmed to think of these 
things. Ere long, the child was able 
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to read portions of the Bible to her 
mother, which seemed to impress her. 


She at length adopted the practice of 


making the child read the Bible to her 
statedly; which was followed by a visit 
to the Sabbath-school; the first time 
that, for nineteen years, she had at- 
tended such a place. She then be- 
came a regular attendant on the Sab- 
bath evening, when she was often seen 
deeply impressed. She frequently sits 
up at night, and causes the child to 
read to her large portions of Scripture; 
and is now in the habit of stopping the 
girl in the course of her reading, to 
explain to her the spiritual meaning 
of the passage. At first the child was 
the mother’s instructer, and now the 
mother is become the instructer of the 
child.” 





ON AN EARLY ATTENDANCE AT SUNDAY- 
SCHOOLS. 


The importance of regularity, sys- 
tem and punctuality in the diversified 
transactions of life, is unanimously al- 
lowed by all orders of mankind. How 
essentially important then must a rigid 
observance of them be, in those young 
persons who have engaged in the res- 
ponsible, but delightful task of Sun- 
day-school teaching. It is with much 
pain and deep regret that I constantly 
observe how little attention is paid by 
many who have taken upon themselves 
the charge of a class, or perhaps more, 
ina Sunday-school, to what ought to 
be considered an imperative duty; I 
mean that of being in their proper 
places at the hour the service of the 
school commences. In the first place, 
my dear fellow-labourers, by this in- 
dolent negligence we deprive our- 
selves of the benefit of joining with 
the other teachers, and our little 
charge, in imploring the blessing of 
him who has said, ** But for all these 
things L will be inquired of by the 
house of Israel to do it for them,” and 
without whose blessing even our most 
persevering and laborious exertions 
will be as water spilt on the bare 
ground. Some will urge, they al- 
ways supplicate the blessing of 
Almighty God before thev leave 


home; and I should hope no Sabbath- 
school teacher would presume to enter 
his class without; but can we expect 
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that Jehovah will lend a propitious ear 
to our supplheations, when we are out 
of our proper place’ and may not the 
words addressed by God to his servant 
of old, be applied to such. ‘* What 
dost thou here, Elijah?’ Others [ 
have again heard to expostulate, “we 
are there as soon as the children:” to 
them I would propose the following 
question. Are the children to be our 
example, or ought we to be a pattern 
tothem’ There are many other very 
weighty reasons that might be ad- 
duced, but the annexed is what par- 
ticularly strikes me at this time. 


| Those of us who have engaged in this 


work of the Lord, should consider that 
we have hired ourselves to the Al- 
mighty, to be employed in that spot 
of his vineyard: and if we hope or ex- 
pect to receive our wages we must 
perform our part of the agreement, 
which in this case is, (unless there is 
some sufficient excuse or insurmount- 
able obstacle) to adhere strictly and 
exactly to the rules of that school in 
which we have engaged ourselves, 
just the same as a master rightfully 
requires his domestics to execute his 
orders and attend to the regular hours 
of his family. 

Another consideration which might 
be used, in order to stimulate us to 
make the most of every minute, is the 
very short time that can be devoted 
on the Lord’s day, to the instructing 
of the children. 1 think it seldom ex- 
ceeds an hourand half in the morning, 
and one hour in the afternoon; now if 
we are but one quarter of an hour 
behind the appointed time in enterin 
our class, we rob God and the chit. 
dren of one fifth of the time we 
pledged ourselves to give, when we 
undertook the responsible office of 
teacher. Let me ask what kind of a 
stewardship is this? What account of 


jt shall we be able to render to the 


judge of all the earth? Let me, my 
dear fellow teachers, earnestly entreat 


_ you toremember that we shall have to 


give an account of the manner, and of 
the food with which we have fed these 
lambs of the flock, for which the Sa- 
viour bled! Oh! should one soul be 
lost through our neglect, how great 
will be our condemnation. How shall 
we then lament that we loved our 
bed, or our ease more than precious 
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mission to lend the tracts and books 
she had borrowed, to some persons, to 
whom she hoped they might be useful. 
She did not seem much to think that 
her illness would terminate in death, 
yet whenever the subject was named 
to her, she used to say she should not 
be afraid to die, did she but know that 
she was prepared; and added, * All 1 
desire to know is that my sins are for- 
given, for this alone can. make me 
happy.” 

When her teacher visited her for 
the last time, which was four or five 


days before her death, the state of 


her mind was much as usual—humbly 
depending on the merits of the Sa- 
viour. On this occasion Rebecca said, 
“1 have a great favour to ask of you:” 
when being assured it would be grant- 
ed, she put her hand on her Bible, 
(which was always by her side,) and 
suid, “* lam now so weak that this is 
too heavy for me to hold up, but I 
think if I had a small Testament, 1 
could hold that, and read it now and 
then.” When the teacher was about 
to leave, she put out her hand, and 
said, ** Oh, teacher, how rejoiced you 
would be to find me, the next time 
you come, really happy.” ‘“ Are you 
not happy?” said the teacher. ‘* Not 
quite,” she replied. ‘* What would 
make you happy?” ‘To know that 
all my sins are forgiven, and that my 
soul is fit for heaven.” 

On the day before she died, her 
mother said, **My dear, you suffer 
great pain.” But,” replied she, 
**what are my pains, compared with 
those which Christ endured upon the 
cross to save sinners!” She continu- 
ed to suffer great pain, until about 
two hours before her departure, when 
it pleased the Lord to afford her some 
relief. Sensible that her end was 
drawing near, she repeated the lines, 

* Great God, I own thy sentence just, 

And nature must decay ; 

I yield my body to the dust, 

And dwell with fellow clay.” 
Afterwards she exclaimed, ‘ Though 
1 walk through the valley of the sha- 
dow of death, I will fear no evil, for 
thou art with me; thy rod and thy 
staff they comfort me.” Seeing the 
family in tears, she said, “How can 
you weep to see me so happy’” She 
wien repeated the verse, 














* Jesus can make a dying bed 
Feel soft as downy pillows are ; 
While on his breast I lean my head, 
And breathe my life out sweetly there.” 


She frequently uttered the words, 
** Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly,” 
and, ‘* Into thy hands I commend my 
spirit.” She earnestly exhorted those 
around her, to follow the example of 


| Jesus Christ, as, if they did, they 


would meet her in heaven. She de- 
sired her sister to thank all the teach- 
ers for their instructions, and for the 
books which they had lent her, and to 
request the superintendent to address 
the children from the 25th, 26th, and 
27th verses of the 19th chapter of 
Job. After this, she laid her head on 
the pillow, and uttering the words, 
‘* Christ, | come,” without a sigh or a 
groan, she expired, on the Sth May, 
1829, aged fourteen years. 

Rebecca felt herself much indebted 
to the conversations, example, and 
prayers, of a pious sister. If you, iy 
dear readers, are favoured with reh- 


| gious friends, O be thankful for them, 


and pray to God to give you grace, 
that you may properly improve so 
great a privilege.— Youths’ (Lond.) 
Magazine. 


INTERESTING ANECDOTE. 


The following instance of the power 
of the word of God, inserted in the 
monthly extracts of the B. & F. Bible 
Society, deserves especial notice. 

** At » in the parish of ,» in 
the Highlands of Perthshire, a woman 
now considerably advanced in vears, 
in the days of her youth lived in loose 
habits. She at length concluded that 
she had gone so far in iniquity, as to 
make it useless to think of amendment. 
She thus lived for the last nineteen 

ears, without entering a church, or 
osine a sermon, or attending to any 
of the ordinary means of grace. She 
lived in the neighbourhood of the 


| school, which she permitted one of 


her children, a girl between twelve 
and fourteen years of age, to attend. 
The girl made a practice of telling her 


' mother what she heard the schoolmas- 


ter say in the school. The mother 
listened, and secmed to think of these 
things. Ere long, the child was able 
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to read portions of the Bible to her 
mother, which seemed to impress her. | 
She at length adopted the practice of | 
making the child read the Bible to her 
statedly; which was followed by a visit 


to the Sabbath-school; the first time 


that, for nineteen years, she had at- 
tended such a place. She then be- 
came a regular attendant on the Sab- 
bath evening, when she was often seen 
deeply impressed. She frequently sits 
up at night, and causes the child to 
read to her large portions of Scripture; 
and is now in the habit of stopping the 
girl in the course of her reading, to 
explain to her the spiritual meaning 
of the passage. At first the child was 
the mother’s instructer, and now the 
mother is become the instructer of the 
child.” 





ON AN EARLY ATTENDANCE AT SUNDAY- 
SCHOOLS. 


The importance of regularity, sys- 
tem and punctuality in the diversified 
transactions of life, is unanimously al- 
lowed by all orders of mankind. How 
essentially important then must a rigid 
observance of them be, in those young 
persons who have engaged in the res- 
ponsible, but delightful task of Sun- 
day-school teaching. It is with much 
pain and deep regret that I constantly 
observe how little attention is paid by 
many who have taken upon themselves 
the charge of a class, or perhaps more, 
ina Sunday-school, to what ought to 
be considered an imperative duty; I 
mean that of being in their proper 
places at the hour the service of the 
school commences. In the first place, 
my dear fellow-labourers, by this in- 
dolent negligence we deprive our- 
selves of the benefit of joining with 
the other teachers, and our little 
charge, in imploring the blessing of 
him who has said, ** But for all these 
things 1 will be inquired of by the 
house of Israel to do it for them,” and 
without whose blessing even our most 
persevering and laborious exertions 
will be as water spilt on the bare 
ground. Some will urge, they al- 
ways supplicate the blessing of 
Almighty God before they leave 
home; and I should hope no Sabbath- 
school teacher would presume to enter 
his class without; but can we expect 


an early attendance al Sunday- School. 











359 


—_— — — ee eee 


that Jehovah will lend a propitious ear 
to our supplications, when we are out 
of our proper place? and may not the 
words addressed by God to his servant 
of old, be applied to such. ‘* What 
dost thou here, Elijah?’ Others [ 
have again heard to expostulate, “we 
are there as soon as the clildren:” to 
them I would propose the following 
question. Are the children to be our 
example, or ought we to be a pattern 
tothem? There are many other very 
weighty reasons that might be ad- 
duced, but the annexed is what par- 
ticularly strikes me at this time. 


_ Those of us who have engaged in this 
| work of the Lord, should consider that 


we have hired ourselves to the Al- 


| mighty, to be employed in that spot 


of his vineyard: and if we hope or ex- 
pect to receive our wages we must 
perform our part of the agreement, 
which in this case is, (unless there is 
some sufficient excuse or insurmount- 
able obstacle) to adhere strictly and 
exactly to the rules of that school in 
which we have engaged ourselves, 
just the same as a master rightfully 
requires his domestics to execute his 
orders and attend to the regular hours 
of his family. 

Another consideration which might 


| be used, in order to stimulate us to 


make the most of every minute, is the 
very short time that can be devoted 
on the Lord’s day, to the instructing 
of the children. 1 think it seldom ex- 
ceeds an hour and half in the morning, 
and one hour in the afternoon; now if 
we are but one quarter of an hour 
behind the appointed time in enterin 

our class, we rob God and the chil- 
dren of one fifth of the time we 
pledged ourselves to give, when we 
undertook the responsible office of 
teacher. Let me ask what kind of a 
stewardship is this? What account of 
it shall we be able to render to the 
judge of all the earth? Let me, my 
dear fellow teachers, earnestly entreat 
you toremember that we shall have to 
give an account of the manner, and of 
the food with which we have fed these 


| lambs of the flock, for which the Sa- 


viour bled! Oh! should one soul be 


' lost through our neglect, how great 


will be our condemnation. How shall 


we then lament that we leved our 
bed, or our ease more than precious 
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souls. Let us then consider our ways, 
ere the door for repentance is shut; 
before the night cometh, wherein no 
man can work.—Church ef England 
Magazine. 

A SUNDAY-SCHOOL TEACHER, 


PLAN ADOPTED BY SOME OF THE SCHOOLS 
IN FRANCE. 


The following plan has been adopted 
as the means of acquiring greater in- 
fluence over the moral conduct of the 
children who attend schools in the 
south of France; and likewise the Sun- 
day-schools, which are establishing in 
connexion with the reformed church- 
es. Our greatest hopes arise from 
the blessing which our Saviour con- 
descends to bestow on the reading of 
his word. I have communicated toa 
respectable lady a project for correct- 
ing the faults of children, which I ap- 
prehend is better calculated for that 
end, than the former methods of pun- 
ishment. 

That lady resolved to make the ex- 


periment in a girl’s school which she 


has established in her native town, 
about fifteen miles from Bordeaux. 
The result has proved highly satisfac- 
tory, and appears worthy of recom- 
mendation. If religion produces so 
few of its genuine fruits, may it not 
be imputable in a great degree to 
those who teach it? Its full efficacy 
cannot be acquired by momentary or 
casual instruction; it requires to be 
united with the whole chain of our 
ideas, opinions, and resolutions, from 
infancy. 

The divine word forms the code of 
this excellent female school. When 
a scholar has committed a fault, the 
teacher makes it known to the whole 
school, and asks the scholars if they 
know any declaration of the Holy 
Scriptures, which is applicable to the 
case. Immediately several of the scho- 
lars hasten to quote some passage of 
Scripture, the choice of which gener- 
ally proves the penetration and judg- 
ment of these young persons. The 
defaulter, so far from feeling degraded 
by the repreaches of the teacher, 
whose authority is only human, re- 
ceives with pious contrition, as from 
God himself, the correction she merits. 








After hearing her publicly acknow- 


| ledge her fault, the teacher desires the 


children to encourage the mind of the 
penitent by some gracious declarations 
of scripture. It is thus that the heart 


| being moved with tenderness, these 


young persons interpret the divine 


| mercy, and offer with earnestness to 


the afflicted mind of their sister the 
invigorating influence of the gracious 
promises. Thus the teacher disap- 
pears before the Almighty, and, with 
her scholars, humbles herself in the 
presence of the Supreme Being. It 
is no longer man who governs; it is the 
Holy One who reveals himself to the 
tender minds of the children by their 
companions. Religious instruction be- 
comes mutual, 

It is undoubtedly requisite, like this 
lady, to know the Holy Scriptures, 
and the art of finding suitable ex- 
tracts for producing the proposed 
effects. But when the teacher has 
not the same talent, if she pos- 
sesses genuine piety, and is ac- 
quainted with proper passages to be 
quoted, she will be sure, in pursuing 
this course, to lead their minds to God, 
to virtue, to discipline, and energy, 
more effectually than by the exercise 
of authority and ordinary means. The 
better to judge of the advantage of 
this methed, I take the liberty to ac- 
quaint you with some facts reported 
in the register of the schol. 

F. L. aged eight, having spoken 
some low and filthy expressions, was 
marked by the monitor, and sent to 
the platform.—*“ What have you done?” 
said the teacher. She, without hesita- 
tion, confessed her fault. The mis- 
tress then addressed all the class, and 
inguired if any one of them had any 
advice to give this poor child? One 
scholar pronounced the following pas- 
sage of scripture: ‘‘ Let no corrupt 
communication proceed out of your 
mouth.’’ Another said, Let your con- 
versation be such as “may minister 
grace unto the hearers.” A little girl 
added, ‘* Let your speech be always 
with grace.” This scene made the 
most lively impression on the whole 
school. From that moment, F. L. 
has used no bad language either in the 
school or at home. ‘The mother ol 
this child has reported that her 
daughter, who formerly had a most 
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vicious mie ion, is totally chang 


that she had watched her most care- 
fully, and desired her neighbours to do 
the same. 

Another child, of a - years old, 
having showed bad behaviour during 
the exercise of prayer, was reported 
by the monitor. ‘What have you 
done, my child,” said the teacher, 
‘*will you not be , eae She ans- 
wered, ** No.” ‘Will you do your 
duty?” “No,” she replie ‘d. © Will you 


pray to God?” * No,” she answered. 


‘‘Poor miserable child,’ said the 
teacher, “how | feel for you; what 
will become of you?” The child still 


resisted the representations of her 
mistress; but at length she relented. 
Seeing her in this state, the teacher 
inquired if the children knew any 
passage of scripture which pointed 
out the duty of prayer? The children 
replied in these words, ‘* Pray with- 
out ceasing.”” At length the little 
girl cast herself on her knees, and 
seriously repeated the Lord’s Prayer; 
and, in rising said to her mistress, 
‘““Q Lam happier now.” ‘To console 
and encourage her, they cited to her 
another passage, “ Draw nigh to God 
and he will draw nigh to you.”? From 
that moment the child has not ne- 
glected a single day to pray to God, 
and is become an example of good 
conduct in the school. 

The mother of a child who attended 
the school having observed a happy 
change in the conduct of her daughter, 
said to her, *‘1 suppose they chastise 
you well in the school to change your 
bad disposition, and that Madame D. 
gives you severe reproofs.’”’ ‘* No,’ 
replied the child, “ they beat none of 
us at school, and Madame D. speaks 
to us very seldom. It is God who 
teaches us by his holy word.” 

A visiter, one day, inquired among 
the children who belong to this 
school, ‘* Who is the mistress of your 
school?” All spontaneously replied, 
“It is the word of God.” 


INTERESTING ANECDOTE. 


A young female who is employed in 
a woollen cloth manufactory, in the 
west of England, having obtained leave 
of absence to visit her native place, was 
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led to call at a factory in that town, 
1 for: nerly worked, and 
in which was a Sunday. school. Her 
late mustress inquired if they had a 
Sunday-school in the factory where 
she was then employed, and being an- 
swered in the negative, offered her 
some school books if she would make 
inattempt to form one. To this pro- 
posal she acceded, and on her return 
communicated with her Juvenile com- 
panions in the factory on the subject. 
Several of them: reed to form them- 

elves into a Sund: iy-school, and the 
follow; ing Sunday proceeded i in alittle 
company to the church; the circum. 
stance soon yeached the ear of their 
master, who perceived that he must 
either put a stop to this innocent con- 
spiracy or himself take an active part 
in promoting its consummation. This 
led to a conversation with the foreman 
of the factory, who expressed his rea- 
diness to superintend the school; the 
proprietor very cheerfully granted the 
use of the factory, on Sundays, as a 
school-room; all the childrenin his em- 
pl Vs and some others, (amounting to- 
vether to about 70,) became scholars, 
and about ten of the work-people of. 
fered themselves as teachers. The con- 
duct of the children, as might be ex- 
pected, 1 4 atly improved; instead of 
indulging in idle or vicious conversa. 
tion, thes are now seen with their 
books before them, diligently storing 
their minds with seriptural truths, 
whilst their hands are busily en- 
pap ed in providing for their daily 
wants. 

The establishment of this school 
having become Known in the town, 
numerous applications were made by 
the poor for permission to attend “ the 
i ac tory Sun lay -school;’ ya general ad- 
mission however could not be allowed, 
and the result was an application to the 
vicar of the parish to know if means 
could not be adopted for providing in- 
struction for the poor children of the 
town. Thus invited to benevolent ex- 
ertion, the clergyman proceeded to 
solicit subscriptions towards erecting a 
public school-house—the proposal was 
wellreceived. A nobleman generously 


’ 
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gave a piece of ground to build on, 
and a subscription of 101, per annum. 
The members for the place gave a 


a donation of 50/., each, and the im- 
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habitants generally contributed most \ 


liberally. The result has been the | 


erection of a substantial building, in | 
which more than 150 boys receive | 
How vast a sum of | 


daily instruction. 
good may thus succeed the unobtru- 
sive efforts of this female Sunday- 
school teacher, and when the chord 
her hand has touched shall cease to 
vibrate, who can tell? There is a 
river the sfreams whereof make glad 
the city of our God, each in its pro- 
gress ever and anon breaks through its 
usual bounds, and pours its waters over 
lands where drought before prevailed; 


more numerous streams, shall onward 
roll enclosed with fertile plains, until 


shall smile with verdure, 
scenes shall blossom like the rose. 


IMPORTANCE OF A THOROUGH KNOW- 
LEDGt OF THE BIBLE TO A SUNDAY- 
SCHOOL TEACHER. 


The great object of Sunday-school 


instruction, is the promotion of reli- 
gious knowledge, and the formation of 
religious character; therefore it is ob- 
viously necessary, that teachers should 
acquire an intimate and accurate know- 
ledge of the Holy Scriptures. 


We have no intention, of course, to 
speak in disparagement of any other 
Christian duty, such as attendance up- 
on the ministry and importunity in 
prayer; but these, by themselves, will 
not sufficiently qualify teachers for 
their arduous duties. The preaching 
of the gospel is designed to illustrate 
and enforce its truths upon individual 
reception, rather than to analyse and 
expound it in minute detail, and with 
critical precision; while prayer, as we 
all know, is an important auxiliary to 
these and other active duties. It is 
the personal, and regular, and perse- 
vering reading and study of the Bible, 
then, which is the indispensable duty 
of Sunday-school teachers. It is from 
this source alone that they can derive 
the knowledge which is required to 
render their labours efficient for 
the purposes to which they are di- 
rected. 


We much regret that a mistake is | 


Anas g the Bible. 





give birth to controversy, 
other practice. 
_employing the sacred writings, any 
| and every visionary notion may be 
| supported and defended. 


tice should, 
| guarded against. 


' our own Christian course, 
_ marking out that of others. 
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— prevalent in the religious worid; 
namely, the mistaking of sound for 
sense; the regarding of words and not 
things, as the real objects and mate- 
rials of know ledge. A very slight ac- 


| quaintance with the professing world 
| willsoon convince us, that a very great 


number of the persons who appear to 


| have their minds amply furnished with 
_ theological knowledge, 
| indistinct and confused perception of 


have but an 


the real sense of Scripture. The pre- 


| vailing habit of isolating passages of 
|| Scripture from their context or con- 
|| nexion, 
und these again diverging into yet | 


and appropriating them as 
practical maxims, or as religious dog- 


| mas, is one of the most pernicious me- 
_thods that can be adopted, and has 
the day when every parched place | 
and desert || 


done more to suppress the real sense 
of Scripture, to create divisions in the 
Christian world, to perpetuate party 
distinctions, to cherish bigotry, and 
than any 
By such a method of 


This ex- 
tremeiy irrational and dangerous prac- 
therefore, be sedulously 
It is not our famili- 
arity with the words, but with the 
sense or meaning of Scripture which 
determines our wisdom or knowledge, 
and qualifies us for the direction of 
and for 


Upon this point, however, we need 
not enlarge; it is only necessary to 
suggest to the good sense of our rea- 


_ ders, the possibility and prevalence of 
__this kind of mistake as to biblical know- 
_ ledge, to guard them against the dan- 
| ger. 


Indolence is the cause to which 
it is chiefly attributable; an indisposi- 


_ iton to search and investigate into the 
| MEANING Of words, which are but the 
_ signs of ideas, is the origin of nearly 


all the mistakes which are entertained 
on this subject. The mind of the spi- 
rit is not to be ascertained without a 


| deliberate, and thoughtful, and prayer- 
ful course of reading; but if this be 


adopted and diligently pursued, suc- 
cess is graciously promised. If thou 
seck for knowledge as silver, and search 
for her as for hidden treasure, then 
shalt thou understand the fear of the 
Lord, and find the knowledge of God. 
Prov. ii. 3—5. 
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W EEK-DAY SCHOOLS. 


Efforts are making in London to 
institute a system of instruction in 
week-day schools, for children who 


are now taught the elements of edu- | 


cation on the Sabbath. 
those who are engaged in the effort, 


The views of | 


may be understood from the following | 


extract. 


Considering the incalculable advan- 


tages of a regular attendance at a 
well-conducted day-school, for chil- 
dren whose parents cannot afford any 
more expensive education, it seems 


surprising that the Christian public | 
should have hitherto devoted an al- | 


most exclusive attention to Sunday- 
schools. To be called off from loitering 
in the streets, from the contamination 
of evil associates, and from worse than 
a waste of their precious time and fa- 
culties; to be brought under a mild 
but steady discipline; to have their 


habits formed to order and industry; | 


to be taught reading, writing, and 
ciphering, without encroaching on the 
Sabbath; and so perfectly, as to make 
engaging in any of these exercises 
easy and pleasant, not difficult and 
wearisome—such are some of the ad- 
vantages of day-schools: and were 
they even confined to these, they 
might well claim more notice and 
support than they receive. But when, 
in addition to all this, the scholars 
have the doctrines, the precepts, the 
exhortations, warnings, and promises 
of the everlasting gospel brought con- 
stantly before their minds; when they 
are brought into daily communication 
with a teacher, who strives to walk in 
the footsteps of our blessed Lord, and 
to manifest the influence of divine 
grace in his whole temper and con- 
duct, caring for the souls of the chil- 
dren, visiting their parents, and en- 
deavouring to excite them to greater 
fidelity in the discharge of family 
obligations, and faithfully applying 
himself to all the other kind offices of 
a diligent and affectionate teacher— 
then, surely, a day-school advances 
claims on a Christian’s liberality and 
attention, which he must find it im- 
possible to resist. 
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Attempts are now making, in seve- 


_ral places, to apply Sunday-school 


rooms to the use of day-schools; and 
it is hoped that the trustees of such 
rooms will come more and more to see 
the immense advantages to be derived 
from such an employment of premises, 
often otherwise unoccupied on week- 
days. Were this measure universally 
carried into effect, with what delight 
must the change be contemplated by 
all truly pious Sunday-school teachers, 
who would thus be relieved from the 
painful task of teaching any thing 
merely secular on that day, which is 
holy of the Lord, and honourable. 





THE LIBRARY. 


Mr. Editor, 


Sir—I have seen proposed, from 
time to time, in your valuable Maga- 
zine, a number of plans for drawing 
books in a Sabbath-school, but have 
not met with any which we thought 
would suit our situation so well as the 
one which we have adopted the sea- 
son past. 1 will endeavour to give 
you a few outlines of it; and if you 
think it worthy of notice, it is at your 
disposal. 

Our plan is this. Our scholars are 
furnished with a printed catalogue of 
our books in numerical order; and 
they come prepared with five, six, or 
more selected numbers on a strip of 
paper, thus—7, 12, 23, 89, 127. The 
teacher immediately upon enterin 
his class, enters the numbers of eac 
scholar upon a_ class-paper, having 
the number of the class upon it—this 
is all the teacher has to do. He will 
then attend to the recitation of his 
class as usual, while the assistant car- 
ries this class-paper to the librarian, 
who selects the books from the num- 
bers, (these all being placed in nume- 


| rical order in a case,) and after 


charging the same to the teachers, 
the assistants again return the class. 
papers with the books to the several 
teachers, who charge them to their 
scholars as usual. ‘ 4 
This mode, you will perceive, gives 
the scholars the privilege of selecting 
their own books, without the teachers’ 
spending more than two or three mi- 
nutes of their time, and without leaving 
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their seats at all, besides saving the 
confusion often occasioned by the 
teachers all going to the library. 

In the country schools with us, ge- 
nerally, the scholars living remote 
from the place of worship, all the 
opportunity we have for our school is 
at the intermission of divine service, 
which is generally short; as three 
quarters of an hour is all the time 
which we can occupy, we must there- 
fore make the most of it. We have, 
in all, a little short of three hundred 
scholars in our school; and one libra- 
rian, one clerk, and two assistants, 
have drawn books for upwards of two 
hundred scholars, in three quarters of 
an hour, while the school have not 
been interrupted in their recitation at 
all. We have about 350 volumes in 
our hbrary; we let our scholars kcep 
these books two weeks, and then 
draw again on the third week. If any 
should adopt the above plan, who 
have not books enough for a good 
selection, one-half of the school might 
draw at a time. 

The class-paper will stand thus:—- 
the numbers against each name show- 
ing the numbers of books, either of 
which it will please the pupil to re- 
ceive. 


James Price, 7 12 23 89 
Parker Jones, 9 13 62 
Joel Rees, 15 69 45 121 


Efe. EGe. 


If you think any of my ideas are 
worth noticing, you may put it in 
language that will be understood, if 
you think it worth it; and if not, con- 
sign it to oblivion, and you will have 
the thanks of a superintendent and 
mechanic in humble life. 


HOW TO GET A LIBRARY. 
After conversing with the minister 


of the parish, upon the good resulting | 


from a well regulated library, and how 
cheap books might be obtained, I left 
him under a conviction of the import- 
ance of the object. Shortly after- 
wards I met the clergyman again, 
when he informed me that a library 
was in full operation at his school, and 
which had been obtained in the fol- 
lowing manner. “I resolved (said he) 
that the first marriage-fee I received, 
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should be appropriated towanr 
library. The resolution had hardly 

been made, before a couple presented 

thems ives to me for THATTIALC : | per- 

formed the service, and received a° 
five dollar bill, which I immediately 

laid out in books; and since IL have 

set an example, my people have fol- 

lowed me in it.” - 


SINGING IN SUNDAY-SCHOOLS, 


The following communication,which 
did not reach us till Nov. 1, contains 
an important suggestion. We have 
never failed to urge upon teach- 
ers and children, the same considera- 
tion which is here suggested, and 
we are persuaded, that the general 
deficiency of Hymn books for the 
children, and the inattention with 
which the use of the Hymn-book is 
regarded, tends very much to de- 
prive our schools of what might be 
nade a most sacred, delightful, moy- 
ing and edifying exercise. It is a 
subject of deep interest, and should 
not be suffered to pass without serious 


and prayerful consideration. 
To the Editor of the S. S. Magazine. 


In reading the July number of your 
Magazine, my attention was particu- 
larly directed to the piece entitled, 
** Singing in Sunday-schools.” Every 
person who is engaged in the good 

| work of teaching, must certainly co- 
incide with you in your remarks re- 
specting that important part of the 
exercises, 

The object of this communication 
is, to make a suggestion relative to the 
schools being supplied with hymn- 
| books, for the use of the scholars. The 

schools belonging to the union®* are not 

allowed these books, except for 
| teachers only ;’? and 1 would here 
' add, as the result of my observation, 
that many scholars are prevented from 


|| joining to sing the praises of God, 
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* The New-York S. S. Union. 
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because of their incapability of recol- comply v wishes of their friends. 
lecting the lines as repeated. Chey are satisfied that the commen- 
The singing, as you observe, is in | tary may | published in strict ac- 
most cases confined to the teachers; | cordance with the principles of the 
and I know of no better way to ob- Institution, and so as to be acceptable 
viate this, than to furnish the schools | tot ferent denominations of Chris- 
with books as formerly, for both t $ \ your cause. 
teachers and scholars. This plan The « lary will be compiled 
would also prevent the necessity of | from ble writings of Henry 
breaking off in the middle of a tune, || and Scott, whose works are so gener- 
for the purpose of giving out the lines ally ace lc to the church of Christ; 
Should these remarks meet your | witha { tions from other wri- 
approbation, please exert your influ ters, when they appear desirable. 
ence in bringing about what is so | The work will also contain notes 


generally desirable, and oblig 
Many TEACHERS. 
New York, July, 1830. 


RELIGIOUS TRACT SOCIETY. 

We have read with deep interest 
the thirty first report of the (London) 
Religious Tract Society. It is pursu- 
ing its object with an ardour and suc- 
cess which 


rarely such 


for but 


accompanies 
enterprises. We have space 


one or two extracts :— 


Issuc of Publication 


The publications sent from the De- 
pository during the year amount to ten 
millions, five hundred and sixty-nine 
thousand, nine-.hundred and thirty- 
seven; being an increase of four hun- 
dred and fifty-six thousand, four hun- 
dred and seventy-four, without inc oo 
ding any of the Tracts published : 
the Society’ $s expense in 
Countries. 

The total circulation of the Society, 
at home and abroad, exceeds oNE 
HUNDRED AND FORTY MILLIONS Of pub- 
lications. 


Faen 


Intended Commentary on the Scrip- 
lures. 

The importance of a cheap and 

popular Commentary on the Holy 


Scriptures has frequently been under 


the consideration of the committee; and 
in a former report it was stated that 
several friends had urged them to un- 
dertake the work. The 

were aware that they had 1 
difficulties to meet; but, after much 
consideration they have determined to 


Cc ommitte e 


numerous 


ipted to assist the reader in meeting 


comm but often-exploded as- 
sertions of infidelity; without, how- 
ever, unl ly i Ing objections 

Tl } 

It is i id print the work so 
that may be pur may either with 
or without the Sacred ‘Text; and the 
whole comment will be comprised in 
three volumes, or six parts. The first 
: , and, it is hoped, 
will appear in the course of the ensu- 
\ li | pleasing fea- 
ture in this new work, that it will add 


numerous Publica- 
vhich the best se ‘lection 


ne BIBLE to your 


of b » library must be con- 
sidered deficient. ‘The Commentary 
will be useful to Christians of all 
ranks and but more particularly 
to the Cottager, the Sunday-school 
tea thie Missionary, the Visiter of 
the sick, and the agents of Christian 
Instruction and District Visiting So- 
Cit Ss. 


Numerous openings in Foreign Parte. 


pon the Society’s friends 
enlarged benevolence, 


The callsu 


to exercise an 


in supporting the foreign objects of 
the Institution, were never so nu- 
merous and pressing as they are at 
| present. The Chinese, who are found 


| in Siam and the different ports of the 


| Bastern Arc! 


iipelago, gladly receive 


| the tracts, and confess that they are 
| books 
| 
; 


‘<to reform the world.” The 
Burmans have a written language; 

| and the prevalence of education opens 
1 the way for extensive usefulness among 
| ther The K: irens, a pe ople without 
| religion, without temples, and without 
gods, are crying out, ” Give us books, 
iy ; books , in our own lan guage: 


| We w: ot to know the true God. 


In 
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India, the power of caste and the in- 
fluence of the Brahmins are decreas- 
ing; and increasing numbers read your 
publications with deep interest, con- 
fessing that “The time is at hand 
when all persons will be of one reli- 
gion.”” The inhabitants of Ceylon, in 
addition to numerous tracts, have 
received the ‘* Pilgrim’s Progress,” to 
show them the true way to the Celes- 
tial city. In Polynesia, the Press is 
communicating the great truths of re- 
ligion tu a people prepared for their 
reception. The young in Spanish 
America, have received, for the first 
time, instructive Juvenile Publications 
in their own language. Negroes in 
the West Indies, have obtained books 
which proclaim that spiritual liberty 
wherewith Christ makes His people 
free; and the Grecks, desirous of in- 
struction, receive with grateful eager- 
ness the leaves of the Tree of Life. 
The Nations of Europe have been 
visited by your silent agents; and 
they have made known the pure 
truths of the gospel, where infidel 
and neological opinions are ruining 
many souls. Surely this review is en- 
couraging, and should lead the friends 
of the Society to abound more and 
more in their work of faith and labour 


of love. 


INTERESTING INCIDENT. 


The enterprise of the London Chris- 
tian Instruction Society, has always 
seemed to us among the most interest- 
ing of the many enterpriseso the day. 
Among the facts which illustrate its 
character and influence, it may be 
enough to mention, that it has opened 
not less than sixty places of public 
worship, for those who had never be- 
fore been induced to attend on such 
means of instruction; and it has now 
no less than 29,000 families under 
What would be 
the result of a system of means in 
New York or Philadelphia, which 
should bring 29,000 families under 


constant visitation. 


regular, constant, kind, judicious visi- 
tation ’ 


Extracts from Correspondenc 
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From the reports made at a quar- 
terly meeting of the Committee and 
visiters in September, we select the 
following interesting case :— 


A visiter called for a tract, which 
he had left at the house of a person 
who expressed himself greatly pleased 
at the the hymn printed on the first 
page, beginning, 

* Behold a stranger at the door, 

He gently knocks—has knock’d before ; 

Has waited long, is waiting still 

You use no other friend so ill ;”’ 


On returning the tract to the visiter, 
the person said, if it would not be 
deemed an offence, he would present 
him with an answer which he had 
written: the visiter assured him that it 
would be far from offensive, and inti- 
mating a wish to possess it, was pre- 
sented with the following pious and 
genuine effusion:— 


The Heart opened. 


Who is this stranger at the door, 
That would adinission gain ? 

I know he oft has knock’d before, 
Stull he has come again. 


I find him knocking at my heart, 
Though I’ve defied his will; 

He waits to act a gracious part, 
And all his truth fulfil. 


Too long, alas! I’ve entertain’d 
A soul-destroying guest, 

Who took possession of my heart, 
And all my powers oppressed. 


But art thou not the same that died 
A sacrifice for sin ? 

Then enter my polluted breast, 
And make me pure within. 


‘That grace which I've so long abused 
I’d willingly receive : 

Dear Saviour, teach me how to pray, 
Lord, help me to believe ! 


My hungry soul would now partake 
The banquet of thy love ; 

That sacred flesh and blood of thine, 
Foretaste of joys above. 


EXTRACTS FROM CORRESPONDENCE. 
NO TEACHER. 
St. Louis, Sept. 16, 1830. 
Since I wrote from , [have re- 
visited seven settlements. At , 
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I went to the place where the Metho- | 
dist S. School is held, at the usual 
time of the school, and found three 
boys, and no teacher. After waiting 
half an hour, I returned to the Sun- 
day-school in the Presbyterian church, 
there were 24 scholars present, the 
superintendent, and no teachers. | 
heard two of the classes recite in the 
Question-book. They all kept their 
‘Testaments open, and read the an- 
swers; I asked if that was customary, 
and they said it was: two, however, 
out of ten or twelve whom I heard, 
had their lesson well committed to me- 
mory, and answered the questions well. 
In a Sunday-school three miles 
N.W. of ———, there were 40 chil- 
dren, and 12 or 15 adults present. 
The school-house is about fifteen feet 
square—has no window—and no fire- 
place, except a bank at one end, and 
a chimney built on timbers that passed 
from side to side, high enough for the 
children to pass under them without 
stooping much, This would be a very 
uncomfortable place for a winter 
school, and it is hoped a new and con- 
venient house will be built before 
winter. A number of the adults were 
obliged to stand at the door; all 
seemed deeply interested in the cause, 
and eager for advice and instruction 
on the subject. The children were 
attentive, and showed by their recita- 
tions that they had studied their les- 
sons. This school was established by 
our lamented brother Hawley. In a 
settlement on Sugar Creek, which 
brother H. visited last winter, they 
have neglected commencing a Sun- 
day-school, for want of a house; but 
one man promised me they might 
meet at his house, and, together with 
another, promised to commence a 
Sunday-school immediately. 














In the other four settlements the 


schools are going on well. These 


four settlements are in Montgomery 


and Bond counties. I was much in- 
terested in the account which Mrs. 

, of , gave me of her 
She said they had but one 


Question-book among them, (ten or 


class. 


twelve in number,) and to prepare 
themselves, they came to the school 
early, and read over the questions 
among themselves; ‘‘and (said she) 
they never miss a question.” Mrs, 

is not pious, and her husband 
is opposed to benevolent institutions; 
but she seems deeply interested, and 
often would the tear start in her eye, 
as she was speaking of her class. 
They keep a large boarding house, 
and Mrs. has to make great 
exertions to attend the school, but 


the superintendent told me she had 


not missed a day. 


O, that every 
Sunday-school teacher felt the same 
interest. 


WINTER SCHOOLS—OBJECTIONS TO 
DR, FISKE’S VIEWS, &c. 


(From a Correspondent in Indiana.) 


The remarks of Rev. Dr. Fiske, of 
Goshen, N. Y., in the February num- 
ber of the S. S. Magazine, on discon- 
tinuing Sunday-schools in the winter, 
seem to me to be liable to miscon- 
struction, and may have an injurious 
effect the middle and western 
states. Many pious and excellent 
men, seem to be seeking for a plau- 
sible excuse for discontinuing the 
schools in winter. I have laboured 
hard to remove every such excuse, in 


in 


the bounds of my acquaintance, and 
But the ob- 
jections of the Doctor will be consi- 
dered as applicable to Indiana as to 


not without some effect. 
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New York. It is truce, we have not 
the deep snows and intense cold of 
the north; but we have much rain, 
sudden changes, and extremely bad 
roads. ‘Travellers and emigrants from 
the north, say that our roads are 
among the worst in the Union; and 
that the 
changes, is as severe as in the New 


cold, from our sudden 


England states—and it cannot be 


supposed that our houses are as com- 
fortable as theirs; so that most per- 
sons would say, that if schools should | 
be discontinued in the winter in New 
York, they should be discontinued in || 
Nor do I know at what 


Indiana also. 
precise point in the south, the same, 
or a similar plea would not hold good. 
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But this 1 do know, that those schools || 


that live through our worst winters, 
are the most flourishing in the sum- 
mer; and that those scholars that re- 
gard not the weather, are those that 
are deriving the most benefit from the 
institution. Of our 
that have continued through this win- 


twelve 


ter, nine are in the country, and some 
are so situated that you can scarcely 
conceive of worse roads than many of 
the scholars have totravel. The average 
attendance of the school in this town, 
through the winter, has been fifteen 
teachersand sixty scholars. Six of those 
teachers, and twenty of the scholars, 
have had to travel more than a mile, 
along a road which is one continued hill, 
and so deep and miry that it was some- 
times almost impassable by a yoke of 
cattle, with an empty cart; and never 
were our scholars more regular than 
they have been this winter. The dispo- 
sition to surmount all obstacles, and 
continue the schools through the win- 
ter, is rapidly increasing, and I do not 
wish to hear of any thing but what 


will encourage that disposition. I 


schools || 


} 


| 
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wish to see the schools as permanent 
as the Sabbath, and not to be inter- 
rupted on any occasion, wntil they are 
stopped by the voice of the archangel 
and the trump of God. In Aurora, 
we compel every thing, the most im- 
portant meetings for public worship 
not excepted, to give place to the 
school: as we are convinced that our 
school has done more substantial good 
to our village and its vicinity, than 
we have derived from all the other 
sources. 

A volume might be written on the 
benefits which have been derived by 
us from the schools and their libraries. 
The effect produced here is greater 
than in any other district, because the 
school has been longer in operation, 
the library more valuable, and the 
exertions in behalf of the school more 
extended and indefatigable. I have 
given the history of this school to 
every section of the country I have 
visited, in order to encourage others 
Its 
beginning was very feeble; it arose 
almost imperceptibly amid discourage- 
ments that disheartened all its friends 
but myself. A Baptist minister from 
England, resident in our village, once 
visited the school, a few months after 


never to be weary in well-doing. 


its organization, and considered the 
effort as hopeless. He told me the 
children were too rude and ungovern- 
able ever to be disciplined without the 
co-operation of the parents, which 
was not to be expected, and too care- 
less of their books ever to set a proper 
value upon them, or use them to ad- 
vantage, and the village too dissipated 
to admit of reform. But he now sees 
the children of the most dissipated 
parents, among the most hopeful in 


the school. He now sees the taverns 
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and groceries almost abandoned, in 
fact, all broken up but one—and that 


one apparently near its dissolution. 


Temperance had become the order | 


of the village, before a temperance so- 
ciety was thought of, with the ex- 
ception of two or three victims of 
ardent spirits, who have lost all their 


influence, and only exist as living 


beacons to warn all others of the un- |) 


quenchable fire by which they have 
been blasted. Fashionable amuse- 
ments are unknown in our village. 
All our young people, with one or 
two exceptions, are in the school. 
Before our school commenced, not 
more than one-third of our citizens 
attended any place of worship; now, 
Then, we 


had few readers—books were used 


the attendance is general. 


and valued by but few; now, all, with 
a very few exceptions, are readers. 
Our youngest children, as soon as 
they take notice of what is passing 
around them, are anxious to attend 
the school, and anticipate the highest 
pleasure when they shall be permitted 
to attend; and we have never yet had 
a scholar too old to attend. Our older 
scholars pass from the Testament into 
the Bible-class. In almost all our 
schools, at their commencement, the 
girls are more regular in their attend- 
ance, and more easily disciplined than 
the boys. As the schools advance, 
the boys become regular and docile. 
This effect has been produced in a 
number of our schools, and the change 
in our boys is far more observable 
In short, the effect 
produced by our schools in the differ- 
ent districts, bears a fair proportion to 
the zeal and industry manifested in 


than in our girls. 


conducting them, connected with the 
time the school has been in regular 


operation. Every thing relative to 
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our schools taken into consideration, 
seems, in a language as plain and as 
imperative as a yoice from heaven, to 


urge us to persevere. 


IMPORTANCR OF WATCHFULNESS IN TRB 
ADMISSION OF BOOKS TO SUNDAY- 
SCHOOL LIBRARIES.-—-ADVANTAGES OF 
THE SUNDAY-—SCHOOL MAGAZINE IN 
THIS POINT OF VIEW. 

A case Was recently reported to us 
which we have substantially recorded 
below. It is worthy of consideration, 
whether many such cases are not like- 
ly to occur, while so little system, or 
vigilance is observed in the selection 
of books for libraries. We shall have 
occasion to revert to the subject at 
a future time, and hope the inter- 
esting facts which we here give, may 
be duly weighed. 

A school in one of the middle States, 
in a populous village, was furnished 
with a library of books which were 
chiefly purchased of the American 
Sunday-School Union, either at the 
depository in Philadelphia, or New- 
York. 
where. 


A few were obtained else- 


In the congregation to which the 
school was attached, were a few in- 
fidels; the baser sort of whom were 
quite bold in their efforts to corrupt 
others, by their own conversation and 
by the circulation of infidel tracts 
from New-York. They met with Iit- 
tle success, however; as their igno- 
rance and noise did not pass for 
But a 
» a respectable, moral man, 


knowledge and good sense. 
Mr. 


at last offered to the managers a se- 





ries of bound tracts in four volumes 
at a low price, and recommended 
them as suitable for a Sunday-school 
The books were produced 
at a meeting of the managers for ex- 


library. 
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amination.” The title was quite im- | 
posing; they were published by the | 


Christian Tract Society, and surely 
very suitable for a Christian Sunday- 
school library. One of the company, 
however, remarked that she had some 
recollection of having seen some books 
of this description, noticed by the 
American Sunday-school Magazine, 
and by that work criticised and con- 
demned; but not having the book at 
hand to which to refer, she could not 
say that these were the books, or 
stories in question. 


The managers concluded to take | 


the books, with the condition, that if, 
on examination, they should be found 
unsuitable, they might be returned. 

This examination, which took place 
soon after, proved that they contained 
all the abominable doctrines of rank 
infidelity. While they professed to re- 
verence the Bible and make it their 
text book, its most prominent and im- 
portant doctrines,—original sin—hu- 
man depravity and helplessness—sal- 
vation by grace—the Deity of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and the everlasting pu- 
nishment of the wicked, were all deni- 
ed or ridiculed. OurSaviour was com- 
monly styled the teacher, and the Holy 
Spirit was not mentioned at all, 

Man was made his own saviour by 
his own good works, and there was 
no hell; but only a sort of Purgatory, 
where every soul was to have a place 
suited to his capacity or state, and 


where it was to be punished and im- | 


prisoned, till it should be removed to 
Heaven. 


The two first volumes were com- | 


paratively innocent, abounding with 
hints and ambiguous expressions; but 
in the two last, infidelity stood out in 


bold relief; there was no ambiguity | 
in them. 
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The stories chiefly noticed were the 
orphan sisters, the twin brothers, and 
the old soldier; these abounded with 
shocking impiety. 

The books were returned, but not 
without the conviction, that the seem- 


| ingly generous donor designed to im- 


the school what he Anew 
would be injurious in the view of 
those who were managing it; thus 
proving himself capable of the most 
Had the trick 


succeeded, it would have been said 


unmanly duplicity. 


afterwards to those who doubted 
other recommendations, ‘* Why the 


Son 
5S 





Sunday-school of Rev. Mr. 


, church has these books.” 


—_— - + 


RESOLUTIONS TO THE POINT. 


We recommend the following reso- 
lutions, especially the third, to par- 
ticular consideration. 

Louisville, Ky. Oct. 28, 1830. 
Dear Sir, 

I have attended the sessions of tlie 
Synod of Indiana, and as a corres- 
ponding member of the body, I pro- 
posed the following resolutions, which, 
1 am happy to inform you, were unani- 
mously adopted. 

Resolved, 1. That this Synod have 
heard with devout gratitude to God of 


| the truly Christian enterprise of the 
| American Sunday-School Union, to 


establish a Sunday-school in every des- 
titute place where it is practicable, 
throughout the Valley of the Missis- 
sippi, within two years; and they do 
most earnestly recommend to the pas- 
tors and sessions of all our churches 
and congregations to present this sub- 
ject to their people, and solicit their 
prayers, and labours, and contributions 
to aid the Society in the accomplish- 
ment of this important object. 
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Resolved, 2. That the ministers and 
members of our churches be recom- 
mended to devote the afternoons of 
Sabbaths, ordinarily, to the interests of 
Sabbath-schools. 

Resolved, 3. That all the members 


of our churches and congregations, ex- 


cept those advanced to extreme old | 


age, be earnestly and affectionately 
recommended to unite themselves into 
Bible classes, for their mutual improve- 
ment in the Knowledge of God’s 
Word, with a special view to quali- 
fying them as Sabbath-school teach- 
ers, and that it be enjoined upon the 
ministers and sessions of our churches 
to take proper measures on this subject. 

The following was moved by Rey. 
Mr. Hoody :— 

Resolved, 4. That competent lay- 
men be encouraged, whose circum- 
stances will admit, to go into destitute 
neighbourhoods to institute and con- 
duct Sabbath-schools. 

The brethren did not satisfy them- 
selves merely with passing resolutions: 
they pledged themselves to explore 
twenty-twocounties, and establish Sab- 
bath-schools in them gratuitously. 

LIFE OF NEWTON, 
Wheeling, Va. Nov. 2, 1830. 

A young man who had been noto- 
riously wicked, was furnished, from 
the Sunday-school library, with a copy 
of the Memoirs of John Newton,* and 
requested to read it, because Newton 
had once been a wayward youth like 
himself. He read the book, and was 
awakened to a sense of his danger. 
He removed to a different neighbour- 
hood, and sent for the little volume 
that he might read it again. After 
affording, for a considerable time, 





* Published by the A. S. S. Union. 














gospel evidence of piety, he made 
a public statement respecting his 
former life and present views, and 
was added to the visible people of 
God. This fact was told me by Rev. 
Mr. , who lent the book to the 
young man. 





WANT OF SUPERINTENDENTS. 


Columbus, Ohio, Nov. 1, 1830. 

On the 16th of October I visited 
several school districts for the purpose 
ofascertaining whether Sunday-schools 
could be established. I could not find 
a single individual who would under- 
take the superintendence of a Sunday- 
school. This is a very common and a 
very serious difficulty in the way of 
Sunday-school operations. 

Princeton, Ky. Oct. 21, 1830. 

I have the pleasure to inform you 
that a Sunday-School Union has re- 
cently been formed at this place, by 
the Green Brier Synod of the Cum- 
berland Presbyterian church, auxiliary 
to the American Sunday-school Union, 
which proposes to embrace in its 
operations all that part of Kentucky, 
west of Salt River, 

The Cumberland Presbyterians at 
their last General Assembly, resolved 
to co-operate with the American Sun- 
day-School Union, so long as it is con- 
ducted free from sectarian feelings. 
This is the first official step they have 
taken to redeem that pledge. I hope 
you will forward us such information 
from time to time as will aid us in this 
new enterprise. 


From Rev. John Gosman, Pastor of 
Ref. Dutch Church Kingston, dated, 


Kingston, N. Y. Oct. 14, 1830, 
My Dear Sir, 
1 avail myself of, the earliest oppor- 


danny 


rire a CIO OL? 
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tunity after the visit of the Rev. Dr. 
Ely to this region, to communicate 
to you the high gratification we have 
enjoyed, and the happy influence it 
has had in awakening attention to the 
system of Sunday-school instruction. 
The exertions of such an agent as 
Dr. Ely, were required in this county. 
Within a few years the subject has 
attracted some attention, but the peo- 
ple require information of the opera- 
tions of the National Institution. The 
standing of Dr. Ely, with his bland and 
kind manner, has tended to remove 
prejudices, to correct misconceptions, 
and will communicate an impulse to 
our Sunday-School Union, and render 
us a more active and efficient auxiliary 
to the Parent Society. In our county 
we had difficulties to encounter, and 
the establishment of Sunday-schools 
has been slow—but in all the towns 
except one, whose population is small 
and scattered, schools are formed and 
efforts are making to connect a small 
library with such schools. Dr. Ely, 
by my request, came to this place, at 
the Anniversary of the Sunday-School 
County Union. It was thought a fa- 
vourable time for his visit, and I bless 
the Lord that he was enabled toattend. 
The day was favourable. <A large 
audience, composed of my congrega- 


tion, the greater part of the clergy of | 


the county, and inhabitants of the towns 
in the vicinity, were present. Dr. Ely 


has left an admirable impression on _ 


the public mind; cavillers were silenc- 
ed, and an interest excited which will 
animate us in our exertions to extend 
the system and give it more efficiency 
—we want quickening much, and the 
state of things requires some agent to 
visit the churches. Dr. Ely has been 
solicited with much urgent importu- 
nity, to return and visit the towns. 


i| 





—— 








bear. 


If the arrangement can be made, I 
would most respectfully request him 
to return as speedily as possible. 
The Lord direct your counsels, and 
prosper his own cause. I subscribe my- 
self with much respect and affection, 
Yours, Joun Gosman. 


—— (Zen.) August 17, 1830. 
Dear Sir, 

It gives me great pleasure tobe able 
to inform you that we have organized 
a Sunday-schocl in this village, with 
112 pupils and 20 teachers. We be- 
Our 
There is, 


gan with 60, four weeks since. 
prospects seem flattering. 
however, great difficulty in engaging 
the poor to attend. Among the pu- 
pils, about 30 from my academy attend, 
and enter with becoming spirit upon 
the lessons, many of whom translate 
three or four languages; and such is 
their fondness for our library books, 
that they press their lessons in the 
Academy, and are clamarous to recite, 
that they may read the Sunday-school 
books. As the Sunday-school is taught 
in the academy, and I am secretary 
and librarian, of course the books are 
all there, and it is really an affecting 
scene, to see them all eager to toss off 
their Latin, French, Greek, or what- 
ever, to save half an hour for these 
books. Some classes of five or six in 
number, during the week, exchange 
books with one another, so that an en- 
tire new set has to be given to them, 
each having read them all. What will 
be the fruit of all this, I know not. One 
would think, that where so much seed 
is sown, some of it will take root and 
We are trying to do something 


here in the cause of Bibles, and I 


highly approve all these efforts, but 
Sunday-schools, after all, are as the 











1830. 


Extracts from Correspondence. S73 








axe laid at the root of the tree. It is 
almost physically impossible that one 
who has been taught in his childhood 
to know and reverence the scriptures, 
should be a hardened sinner all his life. 
We hold the ‘* Help to the Gospels,” 
in high estimation, and shall, most 
likely, send for one hundred. ‘There 
is no lack of means among the patrons 
of our school. 


THEY LOVE DARKNESS, 

A missionary, (of the Episcopal 
Church) in Ohio, tells us of a county 
which he has found, in which both old 
and young are very destitute of reli- 
gious instruction, either from ministers 
of the gospel or Sunday-school teach- 
ers. He says, “ one of your agents vi- 
sited this county last spring, and or- 
ganized a society at - , the county 
seat. But the opposition to this school 
was so strong, that it was discontinued 
two weeks before my arrival. I held 
a meeting with this people, and they 
resolved to re-commence their school. 
I spent several days travelling and 





holding meetings in different parts of 


this county, which is new and thinly 
settled, and most of the people are 
poor and ignorant. 

In my practice I have complied 
with what I now read in your instruc- 
tions. I have urged parents to as- 
semble their children together upon 
the Lord’s Day, to read the holy scrip- 
tures. I have informed them of the 
fact, that there is an American, Epis- 
copal, and Methodist Union, and then 
have asked the persons assembled to 
determine to which of these they will 





* Published by the American Sun- 
day Sunday-School Union, and highly 
esteemed by every teacher who has 
examined it. 








Both of the socie- 
ties that I have organized, have made 
choice of the American. 


become auxiliary. 


Permit me to add, that wherever I 
have been, the people have informed 
me, that the agents that have pre- 
ceded me, have urged, and indeed 
insisted upon their becoming auxiliary 
to the American Union, and have also 
recommended the use of a particular 
catechism. ‘The course pursued by 
the agents has given offence to those 
of other denominations, which I find, 
has been the principal cause of the 
decline and failure of every school 
that ] have visited in such sickly or 
dead state. If the agents would be 
silent about catechisms, and simply in- 
form the people of the three unions, 
and declare their readiness to form a 
society in connexion with either, leav- 
ing the people entirely at liberty to 
make their choice, a very large ma- 
jority would choose the American, 
and they would then be satisfied and 
flourish.” 

Remarks. 

The instructions of all our agents 
and missionaries are open to the in- 
spection of friends or foes, By these in- 
structions they are required to ** estab- 
lish, revive, visit, and encourage Sun- 
day-schools, WHETHER AUXILIARY TO 
THIS SOCIETY OR Not,” and to visit 
all ministers of the gospel, and make 
known particularly to them the na- 
ture and objects of their mission, and 
to use their influence to engage them 
to promote Sabbath-schools in their 
respective congregations, ** WHETHER 
AUXILIARY TO THIS SOCIETY OR NOT.”’ 

In regard to the recommendation of 
a particular catechism, we have no 
doubt our correspondent has been 
misinformed. Such a measure as this, 


would be so obviously contrary to the 


























374 


Extracts from Correspondence. 





December, 








principles of the society, as that no— 


missionary or agent could have any 
excuse for adopting it. Indeed, no 
proceeding of a missionary or agent 
could be more entirely at variance 
with the letter and spirit of his in- 
structions, and with the known views 
and principles of the society, than the 
recommendation of a sectarian cate- 
chism, or the attempt to establish sec- 
tarian schools. 

It may not be amiss to add, that 
though no apprehension is entertain- 
ed, that these charges will be substan- 
tiated, in a single instance, still, an in- 
vestigation has been instituted, which 
will be pursued, till every fact, within 
reach, is ascertained. 


Lincoln Co., Ky. Oct. 23, 1830. 

I am convinced the managers of 
your institution are not fully apprised 
of the many difficulties which exist 
in forming Sunday-schools. Many 
are ignorant, nor will they believe 
though a man declare it unto them, the 
benefits which will result from such 
establishments. Some are poor and 
not able to obtain the means of infor- 
mation. Many who might contribute 
are opposed to giving any thing; many 
are prejudiced themselves, who are 
persons of influence in their neigh- 


bourhood, and endeavour to preju- | 


dice others against every thing where 
money is required to support it. They 
say, all such establishments are money- 
making schemes, designed to benefit 
individuals, or to establish a religion. 
They are not in the habit, nor do they 
admit the propriety, of paying preach- 
ers. 


use this as an argument against giving 
any thing that may be applied to their 


When they hear of agents em- | 
ployed at considerable expense, they || 











support. I have an experimental 
knowledge of these difficulties, hav- 
ing organized a Bible society, and 
dragged on heavily for a number of 
years, without effecting much of what 
was most to be desired. We passed a 
resolution to supply every family in 


| the county with a Bible within two 


years. Many were entirely destitute; 
others had not a full copy of the 
sacred book; yet the most destitute 
would not be prevailed upon to give 
sixty-two and a half cents for a well 
printed and a well bound copy. From 


| this experiment it is easy to conjec- 


ture the difficulty of getting contri- 
butions to purchase any other kind of 
books. From the liberal contribu- 
tions made to carry into effect the re- 
solution of extending the benefits of 
Sunday-school instruction throughout 
the Valley of the Mississippi, I was 
induced to hope that a part might be 
appropriated at least to assist with 
books, &c. at the commencement of 
such schools, and after the people 
had been led to appreciate the bene- 
fits, they might then be induced to 
supply their own wants. Another dif- 
ficulty will be a want of teachers. In 
many neighbourhoods where they are 
greatly needed, not an individual can 
be found who was ever within the 
walls of a Sunday-school; they are 
plainly without the knowledge and 
the experience necessary for conduct- 
such an institution. Under all these dif- 
ficulties, and many more I could men- 
tion, I am resolved to make the ex- 
periment, and exercise all the pru- 
dence and energy I possess, to bring 
into general operation, a plan so eyi- 
dently calculated, and so eminently 
blessed, to ameliorate the moral and 
he religious feelings of mankind, par- 
ticularly the rising generation. 
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ALEXANDER’S EVIDENCES. 


4 Brief Outline of the Evidences of 


the Christian Religion. By Archi- 
bald Alexander, Professor of Didac- 
tic and Polemic Theology in the 
Theological Seminary at Princeton, 
(N. J.) Revised and prepared by 
the author, for the American Sun- 
day-School Union—pp. 232. Boards 
40 cts—bound 50 cts. (with usual 
discounts. ) 


It will be many years, probably, be- 
fore the enemies of the Bible will 
cease to ridicule and abuse it. So 
long as their enmity to its precepts 
and doctrines remains—and so long as 
they have any hope of persuading a 
single soul to forsake its own mercics, 
and seek peace in the cold, sullen, 
hopeless scheme of _ infidelity,—so 
long they will doubtless prosecute 
their work. It is necessary for those 
who love and believe the truth, to 
proclaim its evidence, and to strive by 
all proper means, to increase its pow- 
er and extend its reign over the hearts 
and consciences of men. We could 
wish that some plain, simple statement 
could be made of the evidences of the 
Christian religion, in language that 
shall be perfectly intelligible to the 
children and youth of our land, who 
compose our Bible-classes, or are 
among the elder pupils in Sabbath- 
schools—something that should “take” 
with young people, and which might 
be placed in the hands of every one 
who would be likely to be ensnared 
and destroyed by the enemies of reli- 
gion. There should be but little logic 
about it—no scholastic learning—no- 


thing that requires the deep and long- 


continued attention of a disciplined 
mind; but something that shall be 
readily comprehended, quickly read, 
and well remembered. Such a work 
would be a treasure just now, when 

















the enemy of all righteousness is col- 
lecting his strength, and preparing his 
chosen ones for a desperate conflict. 

Such a book as we have described, 
would be a sort of elementary work 
on this subject, showing the few plain 
principles on which the defence of our 
faith rests. It would be milk, by the 
use of which the mind would become 
able to receive and digest the strong 
meats which Butler, Paley, Wilson, 
Gurney, Erskine, and our highly re- 
spected author, whose work is before 
us—so abundantly furnish. 

Alexander’s Evidences has been 
used as a text-book, in many theolo- 
gical and classical seminaries, We 
think it has some decided advantages, 
as a book for general use, over Paley, 
which was the manual in this depart- 
ment in the institution* where we mis- 
spent four of the best years of life. 
Dr. A’s treatise is very plain; the ar- 
gument is easily and judiciously stated 
and illustrated, and the truth, thus de- 
fended,is enforced,—always with great 
simplicity and earnestness, and often 
with eloquence. The direct, undis- 
guised, simple manner of Dr. A., adds 
a rare persuasiveness to whatever he 
writes or says, and this is a prominent 
characteristic of his Evidences. 

We have room but for two short 
extracts from this little volume, which 
we heartily commend to all our read- 
ers, and especially to such as are em- 
ployed in teaching and defending a 
gospel, which many are attempting to 
vilify and destroy. 


‘The exact force of testimony can- 
not be calculated by rule, nor esti- 
mated by reason, but is known only 
from experience. Many things are 
believed on testimony with the most 


* Harvard University. 
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unwavering confidence, when we are 
utterly unable to explain the precise 
ground on which our conviction rests. 
The sources of our information have 
been so numerous, and the same facts 
presented to us in so many forms, that 
it is impossible to attribute to each its 
influence in gaining our assent. 
we were asked, on what particular 
testimony we believe that there is 
such a place as Rome, or why we 
believe that such a person as Buona- 
parte lately figured in Europe, we 
could only answer, in the general, that 
multiplied testimonies of these facts 
had reached us, so that all possibility 
of doubting was excluded. The same 
assurance, 
grounds, is experienced in relation to 
facts which occurred in ages long 
past. Who can bring himself to doubt 
whether such persons as Julius Cesar, 
Paul, 
ther, ever existed’ 

*“When we have gained evidence 
to a certain amount, nothing is gained 
by the admission of more. The mind 
becomes, as it were, saturated, and no 
change in its conviction is produced 
by multiplying witnesses. One sound 
demonstration of a theorem in mathe- 
matics, is as good as a hundred. A 
few upright witnesses who agree, and 
are uncontradicted by other evidence, 
are as satisfactory as any conceivable 
number. On a trial for murder, if 
there were a thousand witnesses who 
could attest the fact, a judicious court 
would not deem it necessary to ex- 
amine more than half a dozen, or, at 
most, a dozen, if there was a perfect 
agreement in their testimony. Expe- 
rience only can inform us what degree 
of evidence will produce complete 
conviction; but we may judge from 
former experience, what will be the 
effect of the same evidence in future; 
and from the effect on our own minds, 
what it will be on the minds of others. 

“Testimony, not of the strongest 
kind, may be so corroborated by cir- 
cumstances, and especially, by the 
existing consequences of the facts re- 
ported, that it may be rendered credi- 
ble, and even irresistible. Should a 
historian of doubtful credit attest, that 
an eclipse of the sun occurred on a 
certain day, and was visible in a cer- 
tain place; if we possessed no other 
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and resting on the same | 


Mohammed, Columbus, or Lu- | 























evidence of the fact, it might be con- 
sidered doubtful whether the testi- 
mony was true or false; but, if by 
astronomical calculation it should be 
found, that there must have been an 
eclipse of the sun at that time, and 
visible at that place, the veracity of 
the witness, in this case, would be 
confirmed beyond all . possibility of 
doubt. Or, should we find it record- 
ed by an anonymous author, that an 
earthquake, a certain time, had 
overthrown a certain city; without 
further evidence, we should yield but 
a feeble assent to the statement; but 
if, on personal observation, or by the 
report of respectable travellers, it was 
ascertained, that the ruins of an an- 
cient city existed in that place, we 
should consider the truth of the his- 
tory sufficiently established. 

‘*The evidences of the Christian 
religion may be sufficient, and yet not 
so strong as inevitably to produce 
conviction. Our conduct in the pur- 
suit and reception of truth, may be 
intended by our Creator, to be an im- 
portant part of that probation to which 
we are subjected; and, therefore, the 
evidence of revelation is not so great 
as to be irresistible; but is of such a 
kind, that the sincere and diligent in- 
quirer will be in no danger of fatal 
mistake, while men of pride and pre- 
judice, who prefer darkness to light, 
will be almost sure to err.” pp. 70, 
71, 72. 

‘** The salutary effects of the gospel 
on those individuals who cordially 
embrace it, furnish the most manifest 
proof of its divinity. How often, by 
the secret but powerful influence of » 
the truths of the Bible, have the proud 
been humbled; the impure rendered 
chaste; the unjust, honest; the cruel 
and revengeful, meek and forgiving; 
the drunkard, temperate; the profane, 


_ reverent; and the false swearer and 


liar, conscientious in declaring nothing 
but the truth! Under the influence 
of what other system are such salu- 
tary changes effected? Will it be 
said, that many who profess to expe- 
rience such a change, prove them- 
selves to be hypocrites? Admitted; 
but does this evince that they who 
give evidence of sincerity by the most 
incontestable proofs, all their lives, 
are also hypocrites? All men wish to 
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be thought honest; but if many are 
discovered to be knaves, does this 
prove that there is not an honest man 
in the world? 

‘* But however this argument may 
affect those who have had no expe- 
rience of the power of the gospel, it 
will have great weight with all those 
who have, by means of the truth, been 
converted from the error of their 
ways. There are thousands who can 
attest that they have experienced the 


salutary efficacy of the Bible, in turn- | 


ing them away from their iniquities, 
and enkindling within them the love 
of God and of virtue. They cannot 
but believe that the Christian religion 


is from God, for they are persuaded | 


that no imposture could so elevate and 


sanctify the mind;—that no human de- | 


vice could possess such a power over 
the conscience and the heart as they 
have experienced from the Scriptures. 
These persons, therefore, may truly 
be said to have the witness of the truth 
in themselves, 

‘‘But there is an efficacy in the 
truths of the Bible, not only to guide 
and sanctify, but also to afford conso- 
lation to the afflicted in body or mind. 


Indeed, the gospel brings peace into | 


every bosom where it is cordially re- 
ceived. When the conscience is 
pierced with the stings of guilt, and 
the soul writhes under a wound which 
no human medicine can heal, the pro- 
mises of the gospel are like the balm 
of Gilead, a sovereign cure for this 
intolerable and deeply seated malady. 
Under their cheering influence, the 
broken spirit is healed, and the burden 
of despair is removed far away. The gos- 
pel, like an angel of mercy, can bring 


consolation into the darkest scenes of 


adversity: it can penetrate the dungeon, 
and soothe the sorrows of the penitent 
in his chains, and on his bed of straw. 
It has power to give courage to the 


heart, and brighten the countenance of 


the man who meets death on the scaf- 
fold or on the gibbet, if its precious 
invitations to the chief of sinners be 
sincerely embraced. It mitigates the 


sorrows of the bereaved, and wipes | 


away the bitter tears occasioned by 
the painful separation of affectionate 
friends and relatives. By the bright 


prospects which it opens, and the | 


lively hopes which it inspires, the 
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' darkness of the tomb is illuminated; 


so that Christians are enabled, in faith 
of the resurrection of the body, to 
commit the remains of their dearest 


| friends to the secure sepulehre, in 
| confident hope that after a short sleep 


they will awake to life everlasting. 
‘* The cottages of the poor are often 
blessed with the consolations of the 


gospel, which is peculiarly adapted to 


the children of affliction and poverty. 
t was one of the signs of Jesus bein 


| the true Messiah, ‘that the poor h 


| the gospel preached unto them.’ 








I 





Among them it produces contentment, 
resignation, mutual kindness, and the 


| longing after immortality. The aged 


and infirm, who by the gradual failure 
of their faculties, or by disease and 
decrepitude, are shut out from the 
business and enjoyments of this world, 
may find in the word of God a foun- 
tain of consolation. They may, while 
imbued with its celestial spirit, look 
upon the world without the least re- 
gret for its loss, and may rejoice in 
the prospect before them, with a joy 
unspeakable and full of glory. The 
gospel can render tolerable, even the 
yoke of slavery, and the chains of the 
oppressor. How often is the pious 
slave, through the blessed influence of 
the word of God, a thousand times 
happier than his lordly master! He 
cares not for this short deprivation of 
liberty; he knows and feels that he is 
‘Christ’s freeman,’ and believes ‘ that 
all things work together for his good,’ 
and that ‘these light afflictions which 
are for a moment, will work out for 
him a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory!’ But, moreover, this 
glorious gospel is an antidote to death 
itself. He that does the sayings of 
Christ shall never taste of death: that 
is, of death as a curse;—he shall never 
feel the envenomed sting of death. 
How often does it overspread the 
spirit of the ——a saint with se- 
renity! How often does it elevate, 
and fill with celestial joy, the soul 
which is just leaving the earthly house 


of this tabernacle! It — renders, . 


in many instances, the bed of the dying 
a place of sweet repose. No terrors 
hover over them;—no anxious care Cor- 


|| rodes their spirit—no burden oppresses 
| the heart. Allis light;—all is hope and 


i! and assurance ;—all is joy and triumph! 
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** Now, the question to be decided j the New Testament? Would they 


is, whether a book which is replete | 


with such sublime and correct views 
of theology; which exhibits the true 
history and true character of man, 
without flattery, distortion, or exag- 
geration; and which possesses an as- 
em power of penetrating the 
human heart and affecting the con- 
acience; which gives us information 
on the very points with which it is 
most important that we should be 
acquainted ; which opens to us the 
future world, and shows us how we 
may attain to its felicity and glory; 
which exhibits a perfect system of 
moral duty, adapted to our nature and 
circumstances, and free from all the 


defects of other systems of morality, | 


forbidding nothing which is innocent, 
and requiring nothing which is not 
reasonable and virtuous; which re- 
duces all duty to a few general prin- 
ciples, and yet illustrates the applica- 
tion of these principles by a multitude 
of particular precepts addressed to 
persons in every relation of life, and 
exemplifies them by setting before us 
the lives of holy men, who are por- 
trayed according to truth, with such 
imperfections as experience teaches 
us belong to the best men;—which 
delineates the character of Jesus 
Christ, the founder of Christianity, 
with such a perfection of moral ex- 
cellences, by simply relating his words, 
actions, and sufferings, that nothing 
can be taken from it or added to it, 
without detracting from its worth;— 
and finally, which contains the true 
sources of consolation for every spe- 
cies of human suffering, and comfort 
in death itself, 1 say, is it reasonable 
to believe, that such a book is the pro- 
duction of vile impostors; and espe- 
cially, of uneducated fishermen of 
Galilee? Would such men have fallen 
into no palpable blunders in theology 
or morality’? Could they have preserv- 
so beautiful a harmony and consistency 
between all the paris’? Could they have 
exhibited such a character as that of 
Jesus Christ, and while they introduce 
him acting and speaking so often, and in 
circumstances so peculiar and difficult, 
never ascribe to him any error or 
weakness, in word or deed? Would 
i have denounced all manner 
of falsehood and deceit, as is done in 


' 
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' to the circumstances of men? 
probable that they would have pos- 


| merciless 
_ away from our hearts this best, this 


_ have insisted so much on holiness, 


even in the thoughts and purposes of 
the heart? Could they have so per- 
fectly adapted their forgery to the 


| constitution of the human mind, and 


Is it 


sessed the wisdom to avoid all the 
prejudices of their nation, and all con- 
nexion with existing sects and civil 
institutions? And, finally, could they 
have provided so effectually for the 
consolation of the afflicted? What man 
now upon earth could have composed 
even the discourses, said by the evan- 
gelists to have been spoken by Christ? 

“1f any man can bring himself, after 
an impartial examination of the Scrip- 
tures, to believe that they were writ- 
ten by unprincipled impostors, then 
he may believe, that an untutored 
savage might construct a ship of the 
line; that a child might have written 
the Inrap, or ParabdrisE Lost; or 
even, that the starry firmament was 
the work of mere creatures. No: it 
cannot be that this book is a forgery: 
—No man, or set of men, ever had 
sufficient talents and knowledge to 
forge such a book as the Bible. It 
evidently transcends all human effort. 
It has upon its face the impress of di- 
vinity. It shines with a light, which, 
from its clearness and its splendour, 
shows itself to be celestial. It pos- 
sesses the energy and penetrating in- 


| fluence, which bespeak the omnipo- 


tence and omniscience of its Author. 
It has the effect of enlightening, ele- 
vating, purifying, directing, and com- 


_ forting all those who cordially receive 


it. Surely, then, it is THE worp oF 
Gop, and we will hold it fast, as the 
best blessing which God has vouch- 
safed to man. 

“QO prectiovus GOSPEL! 
hand 


Will any 
endeavour to tear 


last, this sweetest consolation? Would 
you darken the only avenue through 
which one ray of hope can enter? 
Would you tear from the aged and 
infirm poor, the only prop on which 
their souls can repose in peace? 
Would you deprive the dying of their 
only source of consolation’ Would 
you rob the world of its richest trea- 
sure? Would you let loose the flood- 
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gates of every vice, and bring back 
upon the earth, the horrors of super- 
stition, or the atrocities of atheism? 
Then endeavour to subvert the gospel 
—throw around you the firebrands of 
infidelity—laugh at religion, and make 
a mock of futurity; but be assured 
that for all these things God will bring 
you into judgment. But no: I will 
not believe that any who reflect on 
what has been said in these pages, will 
ever cherish a thought so diabolical. 
I will persuade myself, that a regard 
for the welfare of their country, if no 
higher motive, will induce them to re- 
spect the Christian religion. And 
every pious heart will say, raTuer 
LET THE SUN BE DARKENED IN THE 
HEAVENS, THAN THE PRECIOUS LIGHT 
OF THE GOSPEL BE EXTINGUISHED!”— 


p. 220—228. 


above, we have seen the notice of an 
English edition of this work, publish- 
ed in Edinburgh and London. The 
observations of the editor of the Lon- 
don Sunday-School Teacher’s Maga- 
zine and Journal of Education, con- 


| The consequence has been that in our 
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day, the writings of those arch-infidels 


_ are little read, whilst the replies of our 


| Christian heroes remain almost as popu- 
_ lar as when they first appeared. 


Although we have no great cause to 
lament the increase of those works 
which attempt to throw doubt upon 
the truth of Christianity, yet it must 
not be concealed, that infidelity is still 
found amongst us, and that there stil] 


_ exists a great number of very promising 


° ° . 1} 
tained in a short review of the work, | 


are subjoined:— 


“Thecentury we live inhascertainly 
not been rendered notorious by such a 
determined opposition being manifest- | 
ed against the Christian cause, as was 
exhibited in the one which has past. 
For this we think we are indebted to 
the zealous and successful endeavours 
of those learned Christians, who sig- 
nalized themselves by writing in de- 
fence of its holy principles and divine 
origin. Thus, no sooner did the infi- 
del treatises of Hume, Voltaire, or 


Paine, make their appearance arming | 


the opponents to Christianity, and an- 
noying its believers, than they were 
refuted in a masterly and conclusive 
style by its champions, Beattie, Wat- 
son, Campbell, and many others. The 
unanswerable appeals of these emi- 
nent Christians have completely over- | 
turned all the sophisms of the famous 
infidels of the eighteenth century, and 
exposed thei to the jeer of all per- 
sons, who, possessing common sense, | 


young persons, who have imbibed false 
notions from the arch-infidels just 
named, So satisfactorily has our holy 
religion has been proved to be genuine 
and authentic, yet we have still cause 


to regret the existence, though per- 


haps only to a limited extent, of indi- 
viduals who, though not its professed 


|| enemies, fancy they have sufficient 
_ cause to doubt its truth, and to con- 
English Edition.—Since writing the || 


tinue neutral. Open professors of un- 
belief are in our day not very common, 
and even they are principally of the 
most disreputable part of society. But 
private professors are more numerous 
than we should be led at first to sup- 
pose, and the greater proportion con- 
sists of young persons, who obtain just 
sufficient learning to suffer their minds 
to be led astray, by the natural bias of 
the human mind, which is always de- 
sirous of being free from either moral 
or religious restraint. Added to this, 


_ we may notice that there exists a de- 
_ fect in our literature, which perha 
_ greatly contributes towards these 


notions. This defect is, that two of 
our most popular historians have inter- 


_ larded in their writings, the principles 


will apply it in its proper manner. || 


of unbelief and contempt of Christi- 
anity. Though we cannot also but 
blame the great inconsistency of the 
persons themselves, who suffer their 
minds to be prejudiced by the sceptic, 
without entertaining even the curiosity 
of desiring to examine his assertions, or 
perusing works on the opposite side of 
the argument. 

**Jt becomes, therefore, a matter of 
most serious consequence, that parents 
should be ever anxious not merely to 
make their children acquainted with 


_ the rudiments of learning, but also that 


they should, as they advance in years, 
place in their hands, next to the Bible, 
suitable works in defence of its divine 
origin and inspiration, and of the utter 


ne ay 
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necessity of such a revelation. For it 
is a well-known fact, that very few 
_— ersons will of themselves ever 

e sensible of the paramount 
importance of Holy Writ; whilst they 
would very eagerly desire to look into 
any other work. This is principally 
owing to the natural enmity the heart 
of man entertains for divine things, 
especially as the word of God exposes 
all its failings and faults. 

“On this important subject, the 
publication before us claims par- 
ticular notice. This ‘Outline of the 
Evidences of Christianity” is just the 
work we would have perused by all 
young persons of either sex, asa means 


of mi ng them against the attacks of 


professed infidels, and thus enabling 
them to defend the Bible against all 
the machinations of its enemies: while 
at the same time it confirms them in 
their holy faith. This little work was 
originally published in the United 
States, and its merits are fully attested 
by the fact of its having gone through 
three editions within the space of a 
twelvemonth. Shortly after its pub- 
lication it was introduced as a class- 


book in many of the private and pub- 
lic schools of that country, among 
which may be named, the Theological 
Seminary at Princeton, in New Jer- 


sey; Nassau Hall College; Yale Col- 
lege; Nashville College; &c. &c., be- 
sides which it obtained a rapid circu- 
lation among many Christian families 
of various denominations. 

*¢ For the further information of our 


readers, we shall insert the contents of 


each of the chapters of this very in- 
teresting and useful publication. 


CONTENTS. 


Introduction. —The right use of Rea- 
son in Religion. 

{. It is impossible to banish all re- 
ligion from the world; and if it were 

ible, it would be the greatest 
calamity which could befall the human 
race. 

Il. If Christianity be rejected, there 
is no other religion which can be sub- 
stituted in its place; at least, no other 
which will at all answer the purpose 
for which Religion is desirable. 

Ill. There is nothing improbable or 
unreasonable in the idea of a Revela- 
tion from God; and consequently no- 








thing improbable or unreasonable in 
such a manifest divine interposition, 
as may be necessary to establish a re- 
velation. 

IV. Miracles are capable of proof 
from testimony. 

V. The Miracles of the Gospel are 
credible. 

VI. ‘The Bible contains predictions 
of events, which no human sagacity 
could have foreseen, and which have 
been exactly and remarkably accom- 
plished. 

VIL. No other religion possesses the 
same kind and degree of evidence, as 
Christianity; and no other miracles are 
as well attested, as those recorded in 
the Bible. 

Vill. The Bible contains internal 
evidence that its origin is divine. 

Thus it will be perceived, that this 
**Outline” contains every thing that 
can possibly be expected in a work of 
the kind. We would most strenuously 
recommend this little publication to 
the heads of families, to Sunday-school 
teachers, and to all Christians who de- 
sire to be made acquainted with the 
evidences upon which their holy reli- 
gion depends. 


NEW ARRANGEMENT. 


With this number, we close ano- 
ther year of our labour, and we also 
close the seventh and last volume of 
the Magazine in its present form. A 
preface, contents and index accom- 
pany this number to bind with the 
volume. 

The next number will be published 
on the first of April, and will contain 
ninety-six pages, with an engraving. 
The four numbers which will be is- 
sued during the year, will make a vo- 
lume of nearly four hundred pages, 
and will contain such articles of gene- 
ral and permanent interest to Sunday- 
school teachers, and the friends of 
Christian Education, as the lapse of 
a year may furnish. The volume for 
1831 will be the eighth of the con- 
tinued series, and the first of a new 
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series. So that those who subscribe 
now for the first time, will have a 
complete work, as well as those who 
continue their subscriptions. That our 
readers may understand the design of 
the Board in adopting these new 
measures, it may be well to state, 
that the weekly paper (the publica- 
tion of which will be commenced in 
January,) will be a journal of facts 
and observations connected with the 
great subject of Christian Education, 
especially in Sunday-schools. 

It will defend the Sabbath, on the 
preservation and consecration of which 
the whole system of Sunday-school in- 
struction rests. It will define and en- 
force the duties growing out of the 
relation of parent and child, master 
and apprentice, teacher and pupil, so 
far as education is concerned. It will 
urge the importance of Bible class in- 
struction, and suggest plans of forming 
and instructing them. It will treat of 
the qualification and duties of super- 
intendents and teachers, of the orga- 
nization, discipline and exercises of 
schools, of the uses and abuses of 
Sunday-school libraries, of the charac- 
ter of books and the manner of dis- 
tributing and reading them. 

There will also be such general 
intelligence as may have a bearing on 
the great cause in which we are en- 
gaged, and such as may encourage 
and excite the religious teacher in the 
prosecution of his work. We shall 
record those providences of God by 
which the friends, advocates and ac- 
tive supporters of Sunday-schools are 
removed, and shall give such notices 
of Sunday-school anniversaries and 
meetings as may be likely to interest 
our readers. 

It may well be supposed that much 
of the matter which will fill our week- 

















| ly sheet, will be of temporary interest. 


From every series of thirteen num- 
bers many articles may, however, be 
selected, which will be of permanent 
value and worthy of reference, if not 
of re-examination. These we shall pre- 
serve in our magazine, together with 
such original or selected articles as 
may seem most suitable to the design 
of that work. The value of the ma- 
gazine will be greatly increased by 
the engraving which will accompany 
each number. 

The price of the Magazine is not 
It is still one dollar and fifty 
cents per annum. 

By the single number—fifty cents. 
The volume of four numbers $1 50. 

The Journal will be two dollars per 
annum in advance, or two dollars and 
fifty cents, after three months. 

Either publication may be obtained 
on application by letter, or otherwise, 
to A. W. Corey, 140 Nassau st. N. Y. 

W. B. Tappan, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

T. Crumpton, Pittsburg, Pa. 

E. Vernon, Utica, N. Y. 
or at the Depository of the Society, 
No. 146 Chesnut street, Philada. 
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DONATIONS received by the Ameriean Sun- 
day School Union, from October 18th, to 
November 12th, 1830—inclusive. 


I. MINISTERS MEMBERS FOR LIFE, 


By the payment of thirty dollars, and 

upwards. 

Ladies of New Providence, Ten. Con- 
gregation, to constitute their pastor, 
the Rev. Isaac Anderson, D. D. a 
life member, per Rev. Gideon S. 
White, arent, 

Members of Welsh Pres. Church, of 
Ebensburg, Pa. to constitate their 
pastor, the Rey. Geo. Roberts, a life 
member, in part, 17 0 

\Ladies in Wheeling, Va. in addition 
to %23,93 paid before, to constitute 
the Key Wm. Wylie, a life member, 
in part, 3 00 

Rev. Zebulon Ely,* of Lebanon, Con, 
by his son, Rev. Dr. E. S. Ely, 


£30 00 


3 00 


; 
% 
i 


ap eagle SE 








i hah 


Pe ae Sake eee 














382 


Receipts. 


December, 








I], OTHER MEMBERS FOR LIFE, 


By the payment of thirty dollars, and 
upwards. 


Lucinda H. Hall, of Wilmington, Del. 30 00 
{O. P. Olmstead, Gennessee, Livings- 

ton, Co. N. Y. 30 00 
¢Charles Shepard, Dansville Village, 

N. Y. by his mother, Mra. Elizabeth 

Shepard, 30 00 
Ezra Styles Ely, Jun.* by his father 

Rey. Dr. E. S. Ely, 30 00 
Ezra S. Duffield Ely,* by do. do. 30 00 
Mary Ann Ely,” by her father, do. 30 00 
Mrs. Mary Ann Ely, by her husband, 

do. 46 96 


Ill, ANNUAL SUBSCRIBERS, 


By the payment of three dollars and 


upwards. 

tS. W. Smith, of Danville, Livingston 

Co. N. Y. 1830, 3 00 
tjJames McNair, Esq. Sparta, N. York, 

1830, 3 00 
John Salmon, Esq. Cineinnati, Ohio, 

1130, 3 00 
{Wm. Leaming, Groveland, Livingston 

Co. N. Y. do. 3 00 
tAsa Woodford, Mount Morris, Livings- 

ton, Co. N. Y. do. 3 00 
Charles Yarnal!, Philad. 1830, 3 00 


LV. DONATIONS TO THE GENERAL FUND. 


*Congregation of North Canaan, N. Y. 7 50 
*Miss A. Pierson, Richmond, N. Y. 19 
*Mrs. Margaret Stillweil, Cambridge,do. 5 00 
+Ref. Dutch Ch. in Khinebeck, N. Y. 

balance, , 00 
+South Dutch Ch. in Albany do. do. 1 00 
+First Pres. Ch. in Albany, do. do. 00 
+Three gentlemen of the Second Pres. 

Ch. in Albany, 15 00 
t{Newark, Wayne Co. N. Y. contribution 

on the Sabbath, 2 64 
tRev. Benj. Baily of N. Y. and three of 

his children, 65 


{ Danville, N. Y—Rev. Robert Hubbard, $1; Jas. 
Cahoon, 50cts. M. Van Campen, 25cts. K. A. 
Faulkner, $1; J. Hall, 75ets. C. E. Clark, $1; 
S. Shannon, 1; Dr. Wm. H. Reynale, 1; B. C. 
Cook, Esq. 50cts. Dr. Wm. F. Clark, $1. 

{Sparta, N. ¥—Samuel MeNair, $1; John 
MeNair, 50cts. Margaret McNair, ¥3. 


Centre Co Pa. S. S. U. per Mr. Loury, 3 00 
§Collection taken at the meeting of the 

Penobscott Association in the Bup- 

tist Ch. of Dover, Me. of which Kev. 

T. Robinson is pastor, 7 00 
qMrs. Morton, of Banger, Maine, 12 


qCollection in the Ch. at Hamden, Me. 
of which the Rey. Mr. Loperis Pastor, 2 81 
qCollection at the Lincoln Bap. Asso- 
ciation, held in the 2nd. Baptist Ch. 











in Thomaston, Me. of which the Rev. 

Job C. Washburn is Pastor, 1l 34 
{J. S. Carey, of Leeds, Maine, 18 
{Collection at the Bordenham Associa- 

tion, convened in first Bap. Ch. in 

Lisbon, Maine, 

Collection at the Oxford Bap. Asso. 
convened with Bap. Ch. in Bridgeton, 
Me. Rev. Mr. Wirnan, pastor, 2 98 

Dr. Thos. W. Merriwether of Charlottes- 


2 64 


ville, Va. 5 00 
John W.C. Watson, Charlottesville, Va. 2 82 
Several Individuals, do. 2 13 
Collection in Brick Church of Wilming- 

ton, Del. per Mr. Thomas McCorkle, 19 00 
+Mrs Margaret Carswell, of Philad., 10 00 
Mr. Treadwell, of Albany, N. Y. 1 00 


tBaptist Ch. of Troy, N. Y. (15 paid 
before,) of which 30 are to constitute 

their pastor the Rev. Benjamin M. 

Hill a life member, 
tSecond Pres. Ch. of Troy, N. Y. 

50,88 reported before, 
+First Pres. Ch. of Albany, N. Y. 104 

i13cts. reported before, 
+Pres. Ch. of Goshen, N. Y. of which 

30 are to constitute their pastor the 

Rev. Ezra Fisk, D. D. a life member, 
+Pres. Ch. of Florida, Orange Co. N. Y. 

of which 30 are to constitute their 

pastor, the Rev. Chas. Cummins, D. 

D. a life member, 34 02 

| Hollidaysburgh, Pa.—John Swoop, $1; Peter 
Hewit 1; P. Smith, 50cts; Mrs. Martha Knox, 
of Newry, $2. 

|| Blairsgap,—Miss Ann Walker, $1; Mrs. Su- 
san Walker, 50cts; Blair and Margaretta Wal- 
ker, 5lcts; Miss E Haddon, $1; Jane Gillespie, 
25cts; Barbara Blair, $1; Alexander Hender- 
son, 50cts; Mr. Buchanan’s Family, 1 56; S. H. 
Long of the United States Army, 5 00. 

{Sperta, N. Y.—Margaret MeNair, 50 cts. 
Wm. D. McNair, $2; Mrs Lora Day, 50 cts; 
Hugh MeNair, Esqr. 50 cts; Hugh McNair, Jr. 
Esqr. 50 ets. 

tGennessee, N.Y.—E.N. Buel, $3; A.Ayrault, 
2; E.Can, 50 cts; C. Hamilton, $1; Mrs, Ralston, 
50 cts; *** &2; H Ferris, 50 cts; A Beach £1; 
Rev. A Forman, 10 cts; H. Aplin, 25 cts; Ed- 
win Barnard, 50 cts; Jaceb, B. Hall, $1; Tru- 
man Hastings, Esqr. 1; E H. Perkins, 50 cts; 
A. N. King, 25 cts; Aaron Skinner, 25 cts; 
Peter Turner, 25 cts. 

{Groveland, N. Y—M. Johnson, $1; Major 
D. Kelly, 1; Michael Roupe, 1; A. Herrison, 
50 cts; S. Culbertson, 50 cts; S. Vance 50 cts; 
Jas. Rosebrough, Mr. Doty and others, $1; Dr. 
Lyons, 50 cts; John Culbertson, 50 cts; J. R. 
Rosebrough, 50 cts; J. W. Merrell, 50 ets; R. 
Culbertson, 25 ets; Jas. Culbertson, 25 cts; Jep- 
tha A. Miller, 25 ets; Chas. Hendershot, 25 cts; 
M. Jones, 25 ets; Mrs. Vandervinter, 25 cts; 

tMount Norris, N. Y.—Children of Asa 
Woodfurd’s family, 28 cts; John Pratt, £1; E. 
M. Pratt, 25 cts; Oliver Stanley, $2; A young 
friend, 19 cts; John Bear, 25 cts; Pebody Pratt, 
50 cts; J. Beach, 25 cts; Mrs. Eunice Beach, 


20 00 


2 00 


15 00 


57 49 
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25 cts; Jas. Conkey, $1; Mrs. Sleeper, 25 cts; 
Leman Stanley, 50 cts; Four Children of Mr. 
T. 25 cts; Isaac N. Robinson, 50 cts. 

§Hagerstown, Md.—Jas. Ferguson, $20; Jno. 
Kennedy, 5; Jno. W. Kennedy, §; Louisa Ken- 
nedy, 5; Sarah Kennedy, 5; Hugh Kennedy, 20; 
Samuel Steel, 20; John McCurdy, 10; Jacob 
Reitzell, 45; John Curry, 1; Robert Douglass, 5; 
Wm. Marshall, 5; A. Johnson, 3; D. Patterson, 5; 
Jas. J. Merrick, $5; Mrs. Robertson, 1; Mar- 
tin Rickenbaugh,.3; Dr. Jno. Reynolds, 1; Mrs. 
Reynolds, 1; Miss A. M. Hoge, 50 cts; Miss 
Leeds, $2; Isabella Johnson, 50 cts; Dr. Mar- 
tin, $1; Eliza Harry, 1; Eliza Deery, 1; Wm. 
Aniba, 50 cts; D. Sprigg, $3; Miss Nicholson, 
1; Henry Winter, 3 50 cts; Richard Ragan, 3; 
Wm. W. Beecher, 1; B. Beecher, 1; Cash, 1. 

§Winchester, Vaz—John Page, $5; Ann Cook, 
5; C. J. Brent, 5; A. D. Alexander, 3; Clark, 
5; L. P. Dandridge, 5; N. S. Dandridge, 2 50 
ets; Lydia Brown, 25 cts; Robert Tisdale, $1; 
Mrs. Frye, 1; Catharine Heber, 1; Mary Bush, 
5; A. Ransdale, 1; Samuel H. Davis, 2 50 cts; 
Mrs. King, 1; 'T. J. Redman, 50 cts; D. Deahl, 
#1; Elizabeth Riddle, 5; Robert Russel, 1; Mrs. 
Graves, 1; Mrs. Gilkeson, 1; Mrs. Aulick, 50 ets; 
Barbara Miller, 25 cts; Mrs. John Miller, $2; 
Mr. Dutton, 5; Mrs Eicleberger, 1; Ann Holli- 
day, 2; J. Somerville, 50 cts; Miss Peyton, 25 
cts; Cash from sundry individuals, {43 25 ets; 
Col. Richard Varick, of New York 100. 


VY. MISSIONARY FUND. 


Initiatory Subscriptions to constitute 
the following Societies Auxiliary. 
Illinois State Union, per C. P. Grosve- 
nor, Missionary, 3 00 
Snowhill, Md. S. S. U. 3 00 
Brick Ch. S. S. of King and Green 
Co. Va. 


3 00 
Abingdon Va. Female S. S. 3 00 
Greenville Va. S. S. U. 3 00 
Butler S. S. Butler Co. Pa. 3 00 
Lebanon S. S. Asso. Mifflin Township, 

Alleghany Co. Pa. 3 00 
**Princeton, Kentucky, S. S. U. 3 00 
**Greensburg, Ky. S. S. 3 00 

DONATIONS. 
Sabbath-school at Rome, N. Y. 14 00 
Philad. City S. S. Concert of prayer for 

November, of which $3 27 cts, is from 

F, S. S. of Ist Pres. Ch. and $1 10 ets 

from Infant school of do. 13 87 
Philad. Western S. S. Concert of prayer 

for November, 1 27 
Bridgeton N. J. S. S. Concert of prayer, 

per Levi Stratton, 5 63 


VI. DONATIONS TO THE VALLEY OF THE 
MISSISSIPPI FUND. 


*Congregation in Charlton, N. York, Rey. Mr. 
Clancey, Pastor, $14 81 


° do. in Stillwater, N.Y., Rev. 
Mr. Cheever, Pastor, 13 77 
. & in Schaghticoke, 7 73 

















*Congregation in Galway, N. Y., Rev. 
Mr. Mairs, Pastor, 

do. do. 

Mr. Demming, Pastor, 

of which %1 cach was received from 

Masters Edward and Charles Dela- 

van, of Albany, to send books to 

children in the West. 

*Dr. Gale, of Troy, N. Y. 

A Friend of Sabbath-schools, per Edw. 
Cope, Missionary, 


22 31 


a Rev. 


14 00 


10 00 


10 00 
‘Fredericktown, Md.—Fred. A. Schley, $5; 
Mrs. Mary Bulkley, 5; Val. Birely, 5; A. Lo- 
rantz, 1; Miss E. L. Davis, 1; R. W. Ritchie, 
1; Mr. Madra, 1; J. W. Thomas, 1; F. Thomas, 
2; L. P. W. Balch, 50 cts; FE. M. Baleh, 50 cts; 
Virginia Balch, 12} cts; Thos. B. W. Balch, 
12} ets; Mrs. Mary Ott, $1; Miss A. C. Wilson, 
1; A. E. Engles, 50 cts; E. S. Engles, 25 cts; 
A. E. Fisher, 50 cts; Mrs. H. Fisher, $1; Mr. 

B. Norris, 5; A Lady of Norwich, Conn, 1. 
|| Penns Valley, Pa—John Lyon, $10; David 

Duncan, 1; David Cook, 1; J. Gilleland, 1. 

|Dr. C. Coburn, of Aaronsburg, Pa., 1 00 

jGenl. J. Iwrin, do. do. 5 00 

Mrs. A Harris, Bellefonte, 1; Mrs. Mary 
Kerr, Huntington, 

|\Colleetion in Alexandria, Pa. Ch. Rev. 
J. Peebles, Pastor, 

Nicholas Brown, Esqr., V. Press Provi-e 
denee, R. I. 100 00 
Pittsburg, Pa-—Mrs. M. Robinson, $10; A. 

Brackenridge, 10; W. W. Fetterman, 2 50 cts; 

Wm. Porter, 5; Jno. Albrie, 5; Benj. Page, 5; 

J. Kirkwood, 5; Miss Mary Herron, 5; Aaron 

Williams, 2; Jacob Hall, 2 50 ets; E. O. Jones, 

5; E. G. Jones, 1; Thompson Bell, 50 cts: Ro- 

bert Scott, 2 50 ets; Jsaae R. Smith, 10. 

Rev. James M‘Aboy, Agent, being one 
half of his subscription in Pittsburg, 25 00 

A Lady in the neighbourhood of Prince- 
ton, N. Jersey, per Rev. Dr. Alex- 
ander, 

Subscription of a “ Poor Sinner,” 
From Rey. Geo. Junkin, on account of 
his pledge of 200, as follows, viz: 
Collection in Shiloh Chureh, Pa. 28 14 


5 00 


1l 2 


5 00 
10 00 


do. Danville, Pa, 27 42 
do. Washingtonville, Pa. 7 00 
do. Pennell Chureh, 9 65 
From a Friend in Muncy, 1 00 





73 21 

tiNewark, N. J.—From the Teachers con 
nected with the First Pres. Ch, viz: Wm. Tute 
tle, $5; Jesse Baldwin, 5; J. W. Poineer, 5; F. 
A. Francisco, 5; Peter Jacobus for his class, 
10; Mrs. A. J. Riggs, 10; Miss Beach, 1; Jesse 
Baldwin, Jr. 5 Total $46 00 
Children of the same sehool, 8 04 
Collection at Teachers’ Union Monthly 

Concert, 2 78 
From Teachers of the S. S. of the Second Pres. 
Ch. viz: Hon. Theo. Frelinghuysen, $25; Julia 
Ward, 10; Alex. N. Dougherty, 3; Children’s 
Collection, 20 17 eta, ‘Tutal &58 17. Colleetion at 
the Public Meeting, &17; Mrs. M. Blornell, 3; 
Mrs. Koff, 1 50 cts; John Taylor, 5; Isaac Bald- 
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win, 10; J. C. Hornblower, 5; David Ball, 5 ; 
M. R. King, 1; Jacob Alyea, 5; Jos. J. Tucker, 
1; David Tiehenor, 10; S. L. Baldwin, 1; P. H. 
Porter, 2; Mrs. Keen, 3; Jas. H. Robinson, 10; 
J. P. B. Maxwell, §; Drew Hall, 1; T. Lyman, 
2; Stephen Lumb, 1; A. Johnson, Jr. 10; Mrs. 
A. E. Smith, 5; O. Woodruff, 5; Jas. Connet, 
50 cts; J. G. Broadwell, 1; Asa Whitehead, 5; 
James Hruen, 5; Moses Baldwin, 1; D. D. 
Crane, 4; Jas. Tichenor, 1; Mrs. S. Beach, 3; 
Chas. Baldwin, 1; Henry Holden, 5; William 
Pennington, 2; Silas Condit, 5; John Poincer, 
5; Dr. L. A. Smith, 1; Jos. N. Tuttle, 5; La- 
dies of the Second Pres. Ch. 50 05; B. M. Har- 
ris, 50 cts; David Alling, 2 50 cts; Mrs. A. 
Forman, 10; Miss T. Forman, 6; Mrs. Cum- 
mings, 3; Dr. J. B. Jackson, 2; Stephen Hays, 
5; Wm. Stevens, 1; J. C. Garthwaite, 1; Wm. 
Garthwaite, 5; O. S. Halsted, 3; J. W. Hayes, 
5; Russell Heath, 1; M. Day, 5; C. Y. Ship- 
man, 6; L. M. and D. Crane, 1; Wm. D. Ross, 1; 
Milo Heath, 1; Wm. S. Baldwin, 1; Mrs. H. H. 
Brown, 25 ets; Mrs. E. Tunis, $1; Moses Ro- 
berts, 3; H. L. Parkhurst, 1; M. Camfield, 1; 
Jas. M. Heading, 2; A. A. Zabriskie, 1; D. Col- 
ton, 5; Morris Ostrander, 1; Jacob Dod, 1; Geo. 
C. Ruckle, 1; J. B. Pitt, 2 50 cts; P. L. Platt, 
50 cts; R. M*Crane, 2 50 cts; James Blackford, 
25 cts; Cash, 20 50 cts. 

§ Fredericktown,Md.—R. Potts, Esqr. $30; R. 
Swearingen, 1; M. Swearingen, 1; Eliza. M*Ga- 
wan, 1; Mary Gebhart, 1; Jos. Trapnall, 1; F. 
Jane Russell, 50 cts; G. Donne, 50 cts; A. B. 
M‘Coubrey, 50 cts; Eliza. Nelson, 1; G. Bantz, 
5; C. Meyers, 50 cts; J. Dill, 2; Wm. G. Jack- 
son, 3 50 cts; Thos. G. Jackson, 3 50 ects; D. 
Hughes, 5; Samuel Taylor, 1; Mrs. E. Rey- 
nolds, 1; R. H. Marshall, 5; B. Robertson, 5; G, 
Bantz, 50 cts; G. W. Turbutt, 25 cts; S. Gai- 
ther, $10; J. H. Smaltz, 5; Lewis Ramsbury, 2; 
V. Bruner, 1; Mr. Brashear, 1; L. Medtart, 5; 
** Mite” for S. S. Cause, 50-cts; J. P. Thompson, 
5; Mrs. Goldsborough, 1; Wm. Schey, 5; Dr. 
John Batzell, 5; John Swan, 2 50 cts; J. Nel- 
son, 5; Mrs. Eleanor Potts, 10; Miss E. M. 
Potts, 10; —— Ross, Eqrs. 5; W. R. Sanderson, 
1; Geo. Trisbe, 1; Mrs. C. Bent, 2; S. Rams- 
burg, 1; D. F. Schaeffer, 1; Cash from sundry 
Individuals, 11 25 cts. 

§§ Norfolk, Conn.—Levi Shepherd, $2; John 
Bradley, 1; Henry Grant, 2; Henry Porter, 3; 
Augustus Rice, 1; James Shepherd, 1; John 
Sears, 1; J. and H. Rice, 1; Amos Baldwin, 5; 
B. Moses, 2; ‘Thoms Perry, 50 cts; Lewis ‘Tib- 
hals, 1; Olive Tibbals, 25 cts. 
jjRev. Edwin Holmes, of Livingston, 

N. York, by Ladies of his congrega- 

tion to constitute him a hfe member, 
jiRev. Hutching Taylor, of Canaan, 

Centre, N. Y. by Ladies of his con- 

gregation to constitute him a life- 

member, 30 00 

New York.—J. S. Davenport, $20; Rev. R. 
W. Condit, 5; Samuel B. Romain, 5; J. W. Gib- 
son, 5; Young Men's Bible Society of Brooklin, 
per Mr. Moon, trea. 50; The Teachers in the 
Female School, attached to the Central Pres 


| 
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Ch. to constitute Rey. Mrs. Patton life member, 
per Miss Simmonson, Superintendent, 30; A 
Friend, 5; H. Hallock to constitute himself a 
life member, 30; Teachers of Female School, 
No. 19, per Miss Goldsmith, 6 25; Children at 
S. S. Euclid, Ohio, contributed at the 
Monthly Concert, per Rev. S. Peet, 1 50 cts. 
From Children in the S. S. Hudson, N. 

Y. collected at the Monthly Concerts, 

during three months, by the hands of 

Rev. Dr. Porter, 10 81 

tt New Brunswick, N. J—Rey. Dr. Janeway, 
first instalment of his subscription, 50; 
Richard Duryee, 30; John Neilson, 20; Miss P. 
Bennet, 20; Mrs. S. Patterson, 10; Mrs. Dr. 
Scott, 10; Abm. Suydam, 5; Samuel Holcomb, 
5; Mrs. Juanna Bayard, 5; Elias Molleson, Jr. 
5; Dr. Jas. J. Cannon, 5; Rev. Jos. H. Jones, 5; 
Frederick Richmond, 10; John Acken, 5; Peter 
Dayton, 5; Dr. Alex. McClelland, 5; F. R. 
Smith, 5. 
ttBy children of the S. S. at Montrose, 

Pa. collected at the Monthly Concert 

per Col. Wm. Jessup, Supt. 5 
ttCollection at the S. S. Anniversary in 

Lawsville, Pa. per Col. Wm. Jessup, 2 09 

tt Orange, N. J.—Sally Ward, 25 cts; Ira Can- 
field, $2; Phoebe Dodd, 1; D. D. Condit, 2; 
Mary Dodd, 1; Aaron Peck, 1; Gains Alvord, 
50 ets; Ann Nicol, $1; Caroline R. Pierson, 3; 
A Friend, 50 cts; E. M. Baldwin, $2; Enos Pier- 
son, 50 cts; John Nicol, $5; Ezra Gildersieve, 
1; Wm. P. Halsey, 1; Silas Washburn, 50 cts; 
Mrs. Gardner, $2; Henry Ball, 1; Ira Harrison, 
1; E. Williams, 50 cts; Stephen Stetson, 37 cts. 

ttBloomfield, N. J—Albert Alston, 50 cts; 
A. E. Ballard, 50 ets; Joseph Baldwin, 50 cts; 
N. J. Crane, 50 cts; T. A. Crane, 50 cts; Her- 
man Cadmus, $1; John Mum, 2; P. Seymore, 
1; Joshua Smith, 25 cts; Chas. Smith, 50 cts; 
Wm. Smith, 50 cts. 
**Edmund) Hall, Smith’s Grove, War- 

ren Co. Ky. to constitute himself a 

life member, 30 00 

**Glasgow, Ky,;—Richard Garnett, $10; Jno. 
Montague, 3; G. W. Trabue, 10; P. H. Mat- 
thews, 50 cts; W. E. Mumford, 50 ets; John 
Trabue, $1; James Hall, 5; C. Tompkins, 1; 
W. Logan, 2; W. A. Bush, 1; Cash, 44 cts; J. 
M. Davis, $1; Eliza Trabue, 5; Henry Eu- 
banks, 1; Hudson Mumford, 2; Cash, 1; 

**Collection at Nicholasville, 2 75 

**Collection at Springfield, Ky. 15 42 


00 





* Per Rev. J. Mellvaine, agent. 

+ Per Rev. Dr. E. S. Ely, Vol. agent. 
t Per Rev. B. F. Pratt, agent. 

§ Per Rev. J. Beecher, agent. 

| Per Rey. J. B. Adams, Mississippi. 
§ Per Rey. Horace Seaver, agent. 

** Per Rev. Jas. E. Welch, agent. 

++ Per Rev. Robert Baird, Gen. agent. 
tt Per Rev. J. M. Hunting, agent. 
§§ Per Rev. H. G. Ludlow, Vol. agent. 
i) Per Timothy Turner, agent. 

















